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Abstract. In order to achieve the goal of maximizing returns, market traders tend to buy and sell 
assets with high volatility. Now, in this paper, traders will buy and sell only two assets, namely gold, 
and bitcoin, based on their requirements, using past daily prices to determine the trading prices to 
determine whether they should buy, continue to hold, or sell the assets in their portfolio on that date. 
Determine a portfolio consisting of cash, gold, and bitcoin that is based on an investment model for 
a five-year trading period starting at $1,000 on September 11, 2016, and ending on September 10, 
2021. During this period, they will follow a trading strategy when appropriate. (The gold market is 
only open on weekdays and the bitcoin market is open daily with commission fees for each trade). 
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1. Introduction 
There are certain risks in business investment. Generally, the higher the rate of return on a risky 

investment, the greater the risk. How to pursue maximum returns with minimum risk, has been a 
question for all investors[1]. With the development of the Internet, London Gold and Bitcoin were 
born. London Gold is not a name for gold, but rather a name for a way of trading gold[2].  

The London gold market is not an actual trading place, but an invisible online market that 
connected many major gold dealers[3]. Many people on the planet have joined this gold trade so that 
the volume of gold traded is enormous. In 2016, it is measured in trillions of dollars per day. Therefore, 
no consortium or institution can artificially manipulate such a huge market, it is completely dependent 
on market self-regulation[4]. The gold market doesn’t have bankers. There is no bull market or bear 
market in the gold market[5]. Whether the gold price is a big up or down, it is an opportunity for 
investors. The gold market is all about the market[6].  

Unlike most currencies, Bitcoin does not rely on a specific monetary institution to issue it, it is 
based on a specific algorithm, which generated by a large number of calculations, and it is the first 
distributed virtual currency with an entire network of users and it does not have a central bank. 
Bitcoins can be managed from any computer with Internet access[7]. Anyone, regardless of location, 
can buy, sell, or receive bitcoins. Bitcoin has gone from less than $0.01 apiece at its inception to 
$20,000 apiece in 2017, then its price has plunged by 80%. In a few years, some people have become 
rich overnight, but some people become destitute[8]. Even so, there are still many investors who are 
willing to take huge risks to achieve huge benefits.  

On one side is London Gold, which has stable fluctuations, and on the other side is Bitcoin, which 
has a lot of ups and downs, how to balance the two investments so that we can maximize the benefits 
with minimal risk is the subject of this article. Model assumptions and notation 

2. Assumptions  
The investor is a rational person who is willing to take a certain amount of risk in order to maximize 

total return.  
In this model, there is no limit on the number of purchases per transaction, including a lower limit 

on purchases.  
Ignore the phenomenon of dollar depreciation or appreciation.  
The gold market is relatively stable for a short period of time, i.e., it can maintain a basic balance 

within three days 
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There is no trading process failure. In other words, there are no technical failures and other 
objective factors that make trading fail. 

3. Model construction and solving 

3.1 Cold Boot 
Suppose we begin at t0 and want to forecast t0 + 1. Because there isn’t any additional information 

at this time, we can only assume that t0 + 1 remains unchanged, that is. 
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It is difficult to do time series analysis due to too few data points known. Hence we use the linear 

regression model to forecast these t. More explicitly, the method is to fit. 
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By solving above equations, get 
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3.2 ARIMA 
According to our hypothesis, the transaction price has a high degree of autocorrelation and stable 

noise. Therefore, under the condition of sufficient data, adopt the ARMA(p, q) model in the following 
form: 
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Where 
 ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )20, var ,cov , 0( ),cov , 0 ( )t t t s s tE s t p s tεε ε σ ε ε ε= = = ≠ = ∀ <  (7) 

Besides, to stationarize the series, substitute Wt =∇dpt into pt in the above formula: 
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To determine the best p, q, we enumerate all possible (p, q) in ([1, 8]×[1, 8])∩(Z×Z), and calculate 
the corresponding AIC of each: 

 2 ln RSSk n
n

 = +  
 

AIC  (9) 

where n is the observation number and RS S is the sum of residual squares. (p, q) with the smallest 
AIC is taken as the final parameter.  

To determine the best order d, we conducted ADF tests at d = 0, 1, 2 in order to select the d which 
inducts to most stable sequence. 
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3.3 MIBDM Decision-making Model 
In this section, propose the MIBDM (Multi-index Based Decision-making) model to evaluate the 

buying/selling intention of bitcoin or gold at a certain day[9]. This model comprehensively examines 
the Bollinger Band index, ROC index, bitcoin/gold linkage effect, trading frequency, and future 
forecast, and so on, so as to get the best trading strategy. 
3.3.1 Indicators Chosen 
3.3.1.1 Confidence 

Through the LA+ARIMA model, we can make predictions of the future trend, and the prediction 
in the next three days is quite accurate. Therefore, the forecast value in the next three days can be 
used as an important reference for “buy low and sell high” 

Let 
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represents our confidence of price rise or decline in the near future.  
Also, let 

 ( )( )T
( ) ( )

3
ˆsgn ? i iEδ δ δ± = −  (12) 

Where E3 denotes the 3 × 3 unit matrix and sgn(·) the sign function. It can represent the overall 
trend in the near future. δ± = 1, 0, −1 represents the price rising, staying flat and falling respectively. 
3.3.1.2 Bollinger Bands Factor 

Bollinger Bands are a type of price envelope developed by John Bollinger. They are envelopes 
drawn at a standard deviation level above and below a simple moving average of the price.  

The simple moving average of the price here is. 
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Prices have a tendency to bounce within the bands’ envelope, touching one band then moving to 
the other band. These swings can be used to predict the trend. If a price bounces off the lower band 
and then crosses above the moving average, there may be a rise in prices. If the opposite happens, 
there may be a decline in prices[10]. To summary, we define Bollinger bands factor by 

 ( )
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3.3.1.3 ROC Factor 
The rate of change (ROC) is the speed at which the price changes over a specific period. It’s 

defined by. 
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A rising ROC above zero typically confirms an uptrend while a falling ROC below zero indicates 
a downtrend[2]. Thus, the ROC factor is defined by: 
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3.3.1.4 Correlation Factor Between Bitcoin and Gold Price 
Dr. He[3] suggested that the similarities and differences between bitcoin and gold would promote 

the generation of asset overflow effect and substitution effect, and then make them show correlation. 
Moreover, through analysis, he thought that the substitution effect of gold on bitcoin was more 
obvious, and the fluctuating overflow effect of bitcoin on gold was more obvious. The asset overflow 
effect caused by similarity shows a positive linkage correlation; The asset substitution effect caused 
by differences is a negative linkage correlation.  

To take this into account, define the correlation factor between bitcoin and gold price by: 

 ( ) 1.1,  positive linkage 
0.9,  negative linkage 
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tl
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Generation mechanism of overflow effect and substitution effect (Source: Translated from Time-varying 
relationship between bitcoin and gold: the perspective of asset allocation) is shown in Figure 1. 

 
Figure 1 Generation mechanism of overflow effect and substitution effect (Source: Translated from 

Time-varying relationship between bitcoin and gold: the perspective of asset allocation) 
3.3.1.5 Transaction Frequency Factor 

Because transactions require transaction costs, high-frequency transactions may cause losses when 
the profits are low, so the frequency of transactions must be limited. On the other hand, it is necessary 
to trade more during the arbitrage period. Therefore, we use the peak value of the account in the past 
30 days to determine whether the arbitrage period has entered. If the ratio of the consumed transaction 
costs to the peak value is higher than a certain percentage γ(i) in the past 30 days, it is considered that 
the transaction cost paid is too much and should be limited. 

Therefore, in order to control the frequency of transactions, the transaction frequency coefficient 
is defined as follows: 
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3.3.2 Strategies 
3.3.2.1 Sell or Buy? 
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After knowing the future trend, Bollinger bands and the ROC factor, the trader can calculate her 
intention upon these three indicators by 
 ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )i i i iwill b rδ±= + +  (22) 

3.3.2.2 Weights 
When this is the case, it shows that both gold and bitcoin need to buy, but due to the limited 

available funds, we must weigh their weights. Our basic idea is to comprehensively evaluate the 
transaction weights by calculating the expected returns of both of them and combining the previous 
indicators. 

Reference[4] puts forward that the distribution of the simple moving average can be regarded as a 
normal distribution with known parameters. Therefore, P(ξ(i)upper) = P(ξ(i)bottom) = Φ(1.5) − Φ(0). 
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Non-risk level 
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Therefore, from the perspective of expected return, the best weight is 
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Case 2: 
In this case, there is only expected profit value 
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The best weight is 
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Case 3: 
Similar to case 1, the optimal weight ratio is still 
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Combining other useful indicators, get: 
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will(i) > 0 for an i and will(i) < 0 for another  
When this is the case, it shows that one product will show a downward trend in the future, while 

another product will show a good trend in the future. Therefore, in order to better arbitrage and stop 
loss in time, we will sell all the falling products and buy as many rising products as possible. 

will(1) < 0 and will(2) < 0  
When this is the case, it shows that both two product will show a downward trend in the future, 

we need to sell a certain amount of goods in order to stop losses in time and improve the trading 
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freedom. However, in order to make profits in the future, we can’t sell all the products. The proportion 
of products sold is defined as follows 

 

( )

( ) ( )
%

( )

100%, 3

sell 80%, 2

50%, 1

i

i i

i

will

will

will

 =
= =


=

 (32) 

3.3.3 A Remark on Gold Trading 
One important hypothesis in our model is that we assume the gold price is stable over a short 

period. This hypothesis significantly simplifies our model, at least in the following two ways:  
1. In the data washing stage, when encounters blank days, we just use the data of the day before to 

fill it. Since the gold price is stable over a short period, it will not significantly influence the forecast 
results.  

2. Though gold is only traded on days the market is open, we need still not distinguish the days 
that the gold market is closed from normal days. If ever “made a transaction” on days which the gold 
market was closed, it simply means would make it actually happen on the next normal day. Because 
of the stability of the gold prices, it will not significantly influence the results. 

3.4 Results 
After experimenting, it take these parameters: n = 20, γ = 0.5 
Then implement our model and get a final income of $1237034.252456963 
Below are some of our transaction records as shown in Figure 2. 

 
Figure 2 Transaction records (parts) 

3.5 Evaluation on Forecast Model 

 
Figure 3 Forecast series and actually series 
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In order to test the accuracy of our LR+ARIMA model, we compared it with the linear regression 
model. Since the curve of bitcoin is more prone to fluctuation, we take bitcoin trend prediction as an 
example. It can be clearly seen from the figure thatLR model has a great prediction error, and the 
LR+ARIMA model we use can not only reduce the error, but also predict the ups and downs of big 
events. Forecast series and actually series is shown in Figure 3. 

Moreover, we calculated RMSE and MAE of the two models, and these two indexes of 
LR+ARIMA model are significantly lower than those of LR model, which shows high accuracy. 

3.6 Evaluation on Decision Mode 
In order to compare the effect of decision-making, we compare MIBDM model with other common 

investment strategies. The strategies used for comparison are as follows:  
Strategy 1 Buy $1000 bitcoin on 9/12/2016 and sell all bitcoin on 9/11/2021  
Strategy 2 Buy $1000 gold on 9/12/2016 and sell all gold on 9/11/2021  
Strategy 3 A fixed investment of $200 a year in bitcoin (On January 1st every year)  
The result is as follows: It can be seen that the trading strategy derived from MIBDM model is the 

best. 

4. Conclusion 
Based on the LR+ARIMA prediction model and the MIBDM decision model, and restarting the 

model at the appropriate time, this paper draw conclusions as follows after modeling analysis: 
• According to our investment strategy, the return is 123,703.43% after 5 years. Investing 

scientifically can bring us unexpected returns, but it is also accompanied by certain risks.  
• High returns mean high risk, and low risk can bring limited returns, which can be seen visually 

from the price changes of bitcoin and gold.  
• If want a higher rate of return, our financial distribution has to be more focused on investing in 

bitcoin, which also means taking a higher risk. 
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