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Abstract. Taking the listed companies in Shanghai stock market from 2011 to 2017 and the listed 
companies in Shenzhen stock market from 2013 to 2019 as samples, this paper uses the ratio of the 
absolute value of daily return to the daily turnover to measure the stock liquidity, and uses the double 
difference method to test whether the capital market opening has a significant impact on the liquidity 
of China's stock market. The results show that the opening of the capital market is conducive to 
improving the liquidity of the stock market, and the effect of Shenzhen stock market is more obvious. 
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1. Introduction 
In order to promote the interconnection of the capital markets of the mainland and Hong Kong, 

China launched the Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect trading mechanism in November 2014. It has 
realized the mutual exchange between Shanghai Stock Exchange and Hong Kong stock exchange, 
and realized the two-way opening of China's capital market for the first time. As a major institutional 
innovation in the capital market, "Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect" conforms to the needs of 
investors, widens the investment channels of enterprises and residents, and is of great significance to 
optimize capital allocation and improve the capital market system. On the basis of the success of 
Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect pilot, Shenzhen Hong Kong stock connect was opened on 
December 5, 2016. The opening of "Shenzhen Hong Kong Link" has changed the situation that 
foreign investors can only invest in stocks listed on Shanghai Stock Exchange, and further deepened 
the reform of capital market. Under the Shanghai Hong Kong Stock Exchange and Shenzhen connect 
Hong Kong Stock Exchanges Mechanisms, Compliance Investors on the mainland and Hong Kong 
can buy and sell the underlying shares of the other Party Stock Exchange through local brokers, which 
has a significant impact on China's stock market. 

Similar to cross listing and issuance of depository receipts in other markets, the opening of 
domestic capital market is also an important means to realize cross-border transactions of domestic 
listed enterprises and expand the capital market to integrate into the international financial market. 
Moreover, the opening of domestic capital market has brought foreign investors to listed companies, 
changed the investor base and the structure of domestic listed companies, and had a great impact on 
the liquidity of domestic stocks. However, there is no consistent conclusion about the impact of cross-
border transactions and foreign investors on the stock liquidity of domestic listed companies. Some 
studies believe that cross-border trading and foreign investors' holding of stocks will improve the 
liquidity of stocks, but others hold opposite opinions. The main reasons for the differences are as 
follows: first, the economic results of cross-border transactions and foreign ownership of listed 
companies depend on the domestic institutional background and market environment; second, the 
cross-border listing of listed companies, the issuance of depository receipts and other cross-border 
transactions, as well as the shareholding decisions of foreign investors are endogenous. In order to 
accurately identify the impact of cross-border transactions and the liquidity of shares held by foreign 
investors, the above two factors must be fully considered. Therefore, for the specific capital market 
and the specific method of opening, whether it affects the stock liquidity of the domestic market is 
still a problem that needs empirical test. 
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This paper mainly studies the data of domestic listed companies before and after the 
implementation of the Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect and Shenzhen Hong Kong stock connect 
policies, and uses the double difference model to explore the impact of capital market opening on the 
liquidity of the domestic stock market, as well as the changes in the sensitivity of stock returns to 
liquidity. 

2. Literature Review 
Since the implementation of Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect and Shenzhen Hong Kong stock 

connect, it has been widely concerned by the academic circles. Previous studies have analyzed the 
impact of foreign investors' entry on China's stock market from multiple perspectives. Liu Haifei et 
al. (2018) found that tthe Shanghai Hong Kong connection can reduce volatility of the price of shares 
on the mainland and reduce market risk [10]; Lian lishai et al. (2019) believe that the entry of foreign 
investors can improve the efficiency of stock pricing in the mainland market [9]. Qingjun et al. (2020) 
believe that opening up the capital market can strengthen the negative correlation between liquidity 
and debt default risk, and maintain market stability. 

On the other hand, although domestic scholars have done a lot of research on the Shanghai Hong 
Kong stock connect and Shenzhen Hong Kong stock connect, there are few literatures on the impact 
of these two policies on China's economy from the perspective of stock liquidity. 

Based on the existing literature on the impact of foreign shareholders' Shareholding on the host 
country, on the one hand, foreign capital can bring advanced management skills, marketing 
experience and human resource training knowledge to domestic enterprises In addition, foreign 
capital flows can diversify the shareholders of domestic companies, share the risks and increase the 
liquidity of stocks [1]. On the other hand, if there are no mature financial institutions and appropriate 
financial regulation policies, the international capital flow will expose the local stock market to 
international risks and make the domestic economy more vulnerable. At the same time, because 
foreign investors have more information about the international capital market, the holding of foreign 
shareholders will increase the degree of information asymmetry, and then lead to the decline of stock 
liquidity [7]. 

Therefore, Based on the comprehensive influence of the above factors, this paper attempts to 
explain the changes of China's stock market before and after the implementation of Shanghai Hong 
Kong stock connect and Shenzhen Hong Kong stock connect from the perspective of stock liquidity. 
This paper has a certain practical significance: first, most of the domestic literature focuses on the 
policy of Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect, few people compare the policy of Shanghai Hong 
Kong stock connect with Shenzhen Hong Kong stock connect. This paper analyzes the two capital 
market opening systems successively implemented in China, and uses the double difference model to 
compare the similarities and differences in the effect of the two policies; second, it provides a 
reference for the future evaluation of Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect and Shenzhen Hong Kong 
stock connect Thirdly, China's stock market is more active than developed countries and other 
developing countries, such as the United States, Japan, etc., which meets the market characteristics 
of high participation and serious speculation of retail investors. The in-depth study of liquidity can 
provide a reference for the analysis of such market characteristics. 

3. Hypothesis 
The Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect and Shenzhen Hong Kong stock connect allow ordinary 

investors in Hong Kong and qualified ordinary investors in the mainland to directly invest in stocks 
across the border. The expansion of their investor base and the two-way open trading mechanism 
directly bring about the growth of trading volume in the mainland stock market. Traditional theories 
and empirical studies show that, with other conditions unchanged, the increase of trading volume will 
improve stock liquidity by reducing the inventory cost of liquidity providers [12]. In addition, the 
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introduction of Hong Kong investors is conducive to enhancing investors' risk-taking ability, 
stimulating investors' competition to buy stocks, and thus increasing investors' trading demand. The 
opening of capital market and the holding of shares by foreign investors can also improve the quality 
of stock information and information environment, speed up the dissemination of information, 
strengthen information disclosure, so as to improve stock liquidity. However, on the other hand, 
compared with the mature Hong Kong stock market, the imperfect regulatory system and market 
system in the mainland make the mainland stock market face more event risks in the future. The 
existence of event risks may make some investors unwilling to enter the market, resulting in the 
insufficient thickness of the endogenous market and the decrease of liquidity. To sum up, the 
imfluence of Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect and Shenzhen Hong Kong stock connect on 
liquidity is comprehensive, which needs to be concluded through empirical research. Based on this, 
we make a hypothesis, 

H0: The opening of Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect and Shenzhen Hong Kong stock connect 
has increased the liquidity of stocks. 

H1: The opening of Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect and Shenzhen Hong Kong stock connect 
has decreased the liquidity of stocks. 

4. Method 
4.1 Sample Selection 

In order to study the policy of Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect, this paper selects the companies 
listed on the Shanghai Stock Exchange from 2011 to 2017 as the research sample, and the sample 
interval is one month. The underlying stocks of Shanghai Stock connect are regarded as the control 
group, and the stocks not included in Shanghai Stock connect are regarded as the experimental group. 
In the sample, the enterprises with more financial and data missing are excluded. After screening, 
3980 sample observations were obtained. In order to study the policy of Shenzhen Hong Kong link, 
this paper selects the companies listed in Shenzhen Stock Exchange from 2013 to 2019 as the research 
sample, and the sample interval is one month. The underlying stocks of Shenzhen Stock Exchange 
are regarded as the control group, and the stocks not included in Shenzhen Stock Exchange are 
regarded as the experimental group. After screening, 7948 samples were obtained. Data are from 
Guotai Junan database. The data processing software used in this study is stata15.0. 

4.2 Measurement of Liquidity 
This paper uses the method of Amihud (2002) to measure illiquidity: the ratio of the absolute value 

of daily return to the daily turnover [2]. 
ILLIQi,t=|Ri,t|/VOLDi,t 
Where Ri,t is the daily yield of the i-th stock on the T-day, and is the transaction amount of the i-

th stock on the T-day. This ratio is the price change caused by the transaction amount per unit, 
reflecting the effect of the order size on the price. The larger the value of ILLIQ, the lower the liquidity 
of the stock. Since the sample interval is one month, we use the monthly average illiquidity index 
ILLIQi,y. 

ILLIQi,y= 1
Di,y

∑ ILLIQi,t
Di,y
t=1  = 1

Di,y
∑  Di,y
t=1 ( |Ri,t|/VOLDi,t ), Where Di,y are the trading days of the 

ith stock in Y month. 

4.3 Empirical Model 
This paper uses the following double difference model to identify the impact of Shanghai Hong 

Kong stock connect policy on stock liquidity 
ILLIQi,y = αi + αy + βPolicyi,y + γControli,y + εi,y 
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Among them, Policyi,t is the dummy variables of whether company I is affected by the policy in 
year T. when company I is included in the underlying stock of Shanghai Stock connect at time y, this 
variable is taken as 1, otherwise it is taken as 0. αi is industry fixed effect, αy is time fixed effect, 
Controli,y are series of control variables, and εi,y is random error terms. Regression coefficient β 
reflects the impact of policy on stock liquidity, which is the focus of this paper. 

4.4 Control Variable 
In this paper, based on Xu Shoufu (2020) and the actual situation, we set a series of control 

variables [15] , including: 
(1) Size: the natural logarithm of the book value of the company's total assets; 
(2) Stock price (lnprice): the natural logarithm of the daily average closing price of the company's 

stock in a month; 
(3)Monthly stock return rate (ROR): The average value of the daily average rate of return of the 

company's stock every month; 
(4) Volatility: monthly standard deviation of daily return on company shares. 

5. Regression Results 

 
Figure 1. Shanghai Stock connect data statistics 

 

 
Figure 2. Data statistics of Shenzhen Stock connect 

 

 
Figure 3. The regression results of Shanghai Stock connect 
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The coefficient of the variable policy in the first column of the figure above is significantly 
negative, which indicates that the illiquidity index of the stock market has decreased after the 
implementation of the policy, indicating that the liquidity has increased. 

 

 
Figure 4. Regression results of Shenzhen Stock connect 

 
The coefficient of the variable policy in the first column of the figure above is also significantly 

negative. Therefore, we can think that the liquidity of the stock market has improved significantly 
after the opening of Shenzhen Hong Kong stock connect. In addition, we notice that the absolute 
value of the coefficient at this time is greater than the coefficient in the regression analysis of the 
impact of the opening of Shanghai Hong Kong stock connect on stock liquidity, so we can think that 
the promotion effect of the opening of Shenzhen Hong Kong stock connect on stock liquidity is more 
obvious. 

6. Conclusion 
Liquidity is very important in stock pricing. Low market liquidity will increase the financing cost 

of enterprises, which is not conducive to the development of enterprises. Compared with the early 
20th century, the degree of opening up of China's stock market has increased significantly.  However, 
on the whole, there is still a lot of room for improvement. 

In promoting the opening up of the capital market, China has gradually liberalized. Whether it is 
the Shanghai Hong Kong Stock Exchange or the Shenzhen Hong Kong Stock Exchange, it is an 
important step for China, Promote the internationalisation of RMB and the opening up of capital 
movements. With the continuous expansion of the opening of the capital market, China's capital 
market will further expand the two-way capital flows. Foreign capital can invest directly in China's 
stock market to inject capital into the development of Chinese companies. Domestic investors also 
have the opportunity to gain a foothold in the international capital market in order to balance the 
distribution of assets. As regards whether more foreign capital flows into the domestic market or more 
domestic capital flows, this is a dynamic balancing process. It is difficult to estimate the net capital 
flow over a given period. However, through this analysis we can be sure that the liquidity of the 
domestic stock market has increased after the capital opening. 
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