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Abstract

Metaphor widely exists in daily discourse and shines people’s extremely intelligent
thinking. With the development of cognitive science, metaphor has become an
indispensable cognitive tool. The awards ceremony for fighting against COVID-19 was
held in Beijing Great Hall of the people and the speech of general secretary Present Xi at
the conference was heartening. The speech contains a large number of metaphorical
expressions, carrying the Chinese cultural information that was contained in the process
of China’s anti-epidemic. Under the guidance of conceptual metaphor theory and
combined with cultural context, interpreting the metaphorical expression in the speech
will help to understand the great anti-epidemic spirit of the Chinese nation and the
profound connotation of Chinese civilization. Research results showed that war
metaphors were widely used in the speech, which carried forward the Chinese people’s
brave and aggressive spirit in the process of fighting against COVID-19. The use of travel
metaphors showed the confidence of the Chinese people to move forward bravely. The
use of examination metaphors reflected the serious attitude and extraordinary wisdom
of the Communist Party of China and the Chinese government towards the epidemic.
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1. Introduction

At present, COVID-19 continues to spread worldwide. However, China has effectively controlled
the epidemic and the life of the Chinese people has basically returned to normal. In order to
award people and organizations that make outstanding contributions in the process of fighting
against COVID-19, the awards ceremony for fighting against COVID-19 was held in Beijing Great
Hall in September 8, 2020. President Xi delivered an important speech at the conference.
Speech contains a large number of metaphorical expressions. Conceptual metaphor theory can
provide a perspective to interpret the speech from the cultural context.

Modern cognitive linguistics research shows that metaphor is an important cognitive way for
people to understand and express abstract concepts (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980). Conceptual
metaphor uses concrete, familiar and easy concepts to understand and express abstract,
unfamiliar or difficult concepts. The cross-domain mapping of metaphor is not arbitrary. It is
restricted by people’s physical experience and cultural experience. There are differences in the
way of thinking and cultural connotation of metaphor in different cultural contexts (Lakoff &
Johnson, 2003). Studies on conceptual metaphors have shown that many conceptual metaphors
are shared by most languages, reflecting the cross-language generality or universality of
conceptual metaphors. At the same time, there are differences in conceptual metaphor between
different languages. What are the reasons for the difference? Zoltan Kévecses pointed out two
kinds of reasons: different cognitive preferences (or ways) and different experiences (Kovecses,
2015). Here, different experiences refer to the context constituted metaphor, including
different social and cultural environments, social and personal history, social and personal
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concerns, etc. Zoltan Kovecses believed that culture is a system of meaning output shared by its
members. People will choose to solidify metaphor or create novel metaphor under the guidance
of cultural context (Kovecses, 2015).

At present, there are many studies about conceptual metaphor no matter in China or in other
countries. However, there are few studies that focuses on conceptual metaphor about political
discourse of fighting against COVID-19. Therefore, this paper will study the conceptual
metaphor of the in the speech of Present Xi in the awards ceremony for COVID-19 fighters from
the perspective of cultural context, in order to help people to understand the deep cultural
background behind China’s anti-epidemic action.

2. Literature Review

2.1. The Study of Conceptual Metaphor

From the beginning of cognitive language research, metaphor has been regarded as a kind of
linguistic deviation and parasitism. With the development of cognitive science, metaphor has
become an indispensable cognitive tool. Zhao Yanfang pointed out that metaphor is not only an
indispensable thinking ability for people to understand the world, especially abstract things,
but also an advanced stage of people’s cognitive ability (Zhao, 2001). In 1980, Lakoff and
Johnson systematized their research achievements in metaphor and formed a relatively mature
and perfect cognitive theory of metaphor, conceptual metaphor theory. The theory is that
human thinking process is mainly characterized by metaphor, so human cognitive system is
constructed by metaphor (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980). Conceptual metaphor is a whole mapping
across conceptual domains. There are a series of ontological or cognitive corresponding
relationships between source domain and target domain. Its psychological basis is abstract
image schema. People use the blending of two unrelated things to realize the mapping from the
source model to the target model. Therefore, the focus of cognitive metaphor research is not on
language, but on how people use one concept to explain another conceptual domain, that is, the
cognitive function of metaphor (Yang, 2009). Metaphor is a structural mapping from one
conceptual domain to another, usually from a known and concrete concept to an unknown and
abstract concept. The essential feature of metaphor is based on the similarity between two
things. This kind of “similarity” is not only based on the similarity of objective physical
characteristics, but more importantly, some characteristics between two things can make
people have similar associations in the cognitive field, which is an effect produced by the joint
action of various senses.

Traditional metaphor studies only analyze metaphor as a common language phenomenon and
believe that metaphor is only a rhetorical phenomenon that modifies discourse. In fact, as
Lakoff said, metaphor is a universal phenomenon. It is everywhere. "Metaphor is persistent in
everyday life, not just in language but in thought and action (Lakoff, 1980)". Lakoff's conceptual
metaphor theory is a new breakthrough in the field of linguistics. Since then, metaphor has got
rid of the shackles of traditional rhetoric and officially embarked on the road of cognitive
linguistics and cognitive science.

Language is metaphorical. People can use metaphorical language to achieve the purpose of
communication. But the role of metaphor is not only this, but also all aspects of people's daily
life are inseparable from metaphor, because human cognition permeates in every link. Shu
Dingfang pointed out that metaphor can help us understand the unknown by using the known
things, or it can help us re-understand the known things (Shu Dingfang, 1998)". This sentence
can be interpreted as that people's understanding of the things around them has changed from
unknown to known through metaphor, and from forgetting or simple understanding to deep
awakening through metaphor. If human beings lose their understanding of nature and society,
then human beings will lose the significance and value of existence.
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2.2. Conceptual Metaphor and Cultural Context

After years of development, the study of conceptual metaphor has achieved fruitful results, but
there are also some problems and challenges. Kévecses pointed out that the current conceptual
metaphor research ignores the role of context in the understanding and construction of
metaphorical meaning. He emphasized the importance of context in metaphor understanding
and production (Kévecses, 2015).

As an important context of conceptual metaphor, cultural context plays an important role in the
recognition and understanding of metaphor. For example, people in different cultural contexts
have differences in the understanding and use of moving time metaphor and moving ego
metaphor (Li & Cao, 2019). Robert V. Levine and Ara Norenzayan tested the life rhythm of urban
residents in 31 countries with three indicators: walking speed, people’s waiting time for postal
services and the accuracy of public clock compared with international standards (Levine &
Norenzayan, 1999). The result showed that eight countries from Western Europe and Japan
generally have a faster pace of life, while non-industrialized countries rank lower.

In addition, cultural context also affects the output of metaphor. In European and American
traditional culture, people believe that four liquids (phlegm, black bile, yellow bile and blood)
and their related temperatures regulate the life process of human body and determine people’s
personality types, which are used to explain some medical problems. According to humoral
theory, Westerners generally believe that anger is hot liquid in a pressurized container, which
leads to the metaphor of anger is heat (Kévecses, 2000). In contrast, Yu Ning believes that “Nu”
and “Qi” in Chinese culture are closely linked. When Qi rises in the body, there is anger, resulting
in expressions such as extreme anger (Yu, 1995, 1998). It can be seen that the specific cultural
context affects people’s creation of metaphorical concepts.

At present, there are many studies about conceptual metaphor no matter in China or in other
countries. However, there are few studies that focuses on conceptual metaphor about political
discourse of fighting against COVID-19. Therefore, this paper will study the conceptual
metaphor of the in the speech of Present Xi in the awards ceremony for COVID-19 fighters from
the perspective of cultural context, in order to help people to understand the deep cultural
background behind China’s anti-epidemic action.

3. The Types of Metaphors in the Speech
Table 1. Types and Percentage of Metaphors in the Speech

Metaphorical The Number
Tp os Metaphorical Words of Percentage(%)
yp Metaphors
War Metaphor | fiddi. h5r. f0&. 44k, BURL AL ORISR 180 66.91
Architecture WS, BEmb, MR, s 33 12.27
Metaphor
Travel Vb, BN, A, MRS 22 8.18
Metaphor
Machine Heidk, ez, ik 16 5.95
Metaphor
Plant "
I
Metaphor - ° 10
Examination K, Kk EL 3 1.11
Metaphor
other B G, fifas 10 3.17
Metaphors
Total 269 100
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By identifying all the metaphorical expressions in the speech of Present Xi in the awards
ceremony for COVID-19 fighters, this paper classifies the metaphorical expressions and
summarizes the source domains of representative metaphors, namely war, architecture, travel,
machine, plant, examination and other metaphors. As shown in the table 1.

It can be seen from the data in the table that the most frequent types of conceptual metaphors
in the report are familiar metaphors of war, architecture and travel, as well as machine
metaphors, plant metaphors and examination metaphors. The number of metaphorical
expressions in other categories is small, accounting for only 3.17%. Next, this paper will focus
on the war metaphor, journey metaphor and examination metaphor closely related to the fight
against COVID-19.

4. Conceptual Metaphor Analysis in the Speech

4.1. War Metaphor

War is a battle between two opposing sides to achieve their different purposes. War is a series
of events launched in a certain time and space. War is dangerous and urgent. The knowledge of
war is well known, so “war” is often used to construct the understanding of other abstract
events. War metaphor is a cognitive way to understand and express other abstract events with
the concept of war field, which can highlight the antagonism, danger and urgency of events. The
outbreak of COVID-19 is a major public health emergency, and it is such an event full of
antagonism, danger and urgency. War metaphor is widely used in Present Xi’s speech, which
constructs a metaphor model of cross domain mapping between “war” and “prevention and
cure of COVID-19”".

In Present Xi's speech, war is the source domain and fight against the COVID-19 is target domain,
which constitutes a metaphor that fight against COVID-19 is a war. War metaphors include
enemy, confrontation, generals, warriors, strategy, defense and victory and so on. These
concepts are reflected in the target domain of fighting against COVID-19, which helps express
the idea that fighting against COVID-19 is a war, and the Chinese people take the most
comprehensive and strictest measures under the leadership of the Party and government and
finally, major strategic achievements in combating the epidemic were made. Relevant
sentences are as follows:

1

D R ARE b 6 L LIS IR, IR S
B, SREITIED AR S B, I O D2 G 8 A
Ser FI2ANA 2 AT O AL A5 6 BT B 2N R B, I3 e A e T U R
TR WL TR SE PR, T ST T U R M X R R T R0, I T
S R 4 T KRS PR

)
TR SN R e A, JKEESS N AR . AT AR, & dr. 2EHE
TGRS NIRRT — 28, 2R E A8 I8 SRR R TOUM], A SRR G SRR S !
5475 4L A AEDUT B2 55 N G R SRR S A, A SedT i G B B A . 3465 [ K =
JrBN. 4T 2455 N IBIRSRE AT 2R, 1R 2 NAE T K BIR Bk & 2 B EAERE . N BAEE
FANRFRRFERE, WERE S, HZRK, RZAE, RZrelt.
Countless wars, large and small, have taken place in human history. This sudden epidemic is
regarded as a war. Under the leadership of the Party Central Committee, the Chinese people
have made great strategic achievements through selfless dedication and mutual help. In the first
example, war metaphors highlight the great achievements achieved in the comprehensive
efforts against the outbreak of COVID-19 in the concerted efforts of the whole nation. In the
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second example, it reflects the spirit of facing death bravely of anti-epidemic medical workers
and the courage of medical workers that are not afraid of sacrifice in the face of a serious
epidemic and the courage to fight the virus face to face. This spirit of heroism has played a role
in demonstrating and encouraging the current era of fighting against COVID-19. In contrast,
when some western countries use war metaphors, they divide the enemy and themselves
among countries, stigmatize China by epidemic diseases, politicize the epidemic situation,
which can understand the hegemonic thought of western countries. It can be seen that war
metaphors formed in different cultural contexts are different.

4.2. Travel Metaphor

Travel metaphor conceptualizes abstract event progress into daily travel experience by taking
advantage of the traveler’s experience of moving towards the destination in daily life.
Establishing a corresponding relationship between known travel knowledge and abstract
concepts can help people expand their cognitive concept system.

In Present Xi's speech, travel metaphors were used to reflect the arduous journey to fight the
COVID-19. The travel was source domain, and the fighting against the epidemic was the target
domain. Different types of participants in the fight against the epidemic are travelers. Their
common goal is to overcome the epidemic. There will be setbacks and difficulties in the fight
against the epidemic. Participants need to move forward together and move towards their
destination. Travel is a known concept, which shows the process that people fight against
COVID-19 and helps people to understand the great history of the disease. Relevant sentences
are as follows:

3)
P sEANBLSE R T R EAT], REERRAE & Fep NRaria AR IS, W20 E X LR GE
Z i, A E R RS 5T NI A R, IR SR ER K [

4
50002 4 ST R (08 ME R G rhoE SR i v BN BRI AR BOIR B A B AR R A K AE R b —
B THT AR NAEAT 5 A #RAS G FELAE o BN RS I B8 N S 4 25 37 I ATk 20 A
In the third example, Chinese people regard fight against COVID-19 as a journey. In the process
of fight against COVID-19, China and other countries are travelers and they are heading towards
the goal of containment of the epidemic. In the process, China is willing to work with other
countries to safeguard public health safety in regions and the whole world. In the fourth
example, Present Xi has made overall plans and pointed out the direction for fighting against
COVID-19, ensuring that the fight against COVID-19 is moving in the right direction and finally
will reach the destination of winning the epidemic. By contrast, because of the lack of correct
guidance, western countries are not able to enter the emergency situation of fight against
COVID-19 in short time, which leads the spread of the epidemic.

4.3. Examination Metaphor

Everyone will experience all kinds of large or small examinations in his life. Examination
metaphors are based on real tests to map events or activities that are not real tests, such as the
major public health crisis that people respond to COVID-19. Fighting against COVID-19 is
regarded as an examination and the spread of COVID-19 viruses is not restricted by factors such
as nationality, skin color and economic development level, which is fair because it is the same
as test paper for all people in the examination. There will be high and low scores in the test, and
there will be differences in the test ranking. Corresponding to the effect of epidemic prevention
and control in different countries and regions in the anti-epidemic test, there will also be good
or bad.

Present Xi's speech uses examination metaphor to describe the action against epidemic.
Examination is the source domain and anti-epidemic action is the target domain. In the test of
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fighting against epidemic, every country, every region and every person are candidates. Various
problems will be encountered in the epidemic situation examination, but people prepare for
the examination with a positive attitude, think seriously, constantly try to overcome the
epidemic situation, and Wuhan'’s defensive war have made a great achievement. China has
made a satisfactory answer to the examination of COVID-19, and has achieved good results. The
familiar concept of examination can help readers better understand the difficulty of fighting
and winning the epidemic. Relevant sentence is as follows:

)
it E8A2 AR, RAVEHLHREESRAR, #1TT B LAROFERR, &
21 —YpRE ELE SR, AFHERSS T, T RS, DSy Rk
T 24 BRI BCR B3 T NSRRI F 4 52 B S — e B2 |
The fifth example regards COVID-19 as a severe test for China. The state and the individual have
encountered various difficulties and adopted many effective Chinese methods. In the
examination of fighting the epidemic, the Chinese people gave full play to their respective
talents, united and cooperated, wrote correct answers in the epidemic response paper, and
achieved excellent results. In the conceptual metaphor of “fighting the epidemic is an
examination”, as candidates, the Communist Party of China, the Chinese government and the
Chinese people earnestly answered the problems encountered in the process of fighting the
epidemic, and strived to achieve good results. After epidemic, the Chinese people have more
deeply realized that the leadership of the Communist Party of China is the most important
guarantee and reliable support.

The examination has the function of selection, and identifies the performance of countries in
combating the epidemic. There are also articles on the Internet to comment on the anti-
epidemic performance of various countries by taking the examination as a metaphor. Chinese
candidates are rigorous and steady, and can quickly enter the state in the epidemic test.
Although the test questions are very difficult, they can still complete the answers with high
quality, and the whole answer process is serious and meticulous. However, western countries
did not submit satisfactory answers in the epidemic test, they were careless. On the answers,
there were many scores lost on basic questions such as “shortage of emergency medical
materials”, and finally they had a terrible performance and a poor result.

5. Conclusion

This paper recognized seven conceptual metaphors in the speech of Present Xi on the awards
ceremony for fighting against COVID-19, namely war metaphor, architecture metaphor, travel
metaphor, machine metaphor, plant metaphor, examination metaphor and other metaphors.
And then this paper analyzed the conceptual metaphor of the in the speech of Present Xi on the
awards ceremony for fighting against COVID-19 from the perspective of cultural context from
three aspects: war metaphor, travel metaphor and examination metaphor. The war metaphor
is that fighting against COVID-19 is a war. The travel metaphor is that the process of fighting
the COVID-19 is a travel. The examination metaphor is that fighting against COVID-19 is an
examination. These metaphors can share the experience and practice of China’s anti-epidemic
in an easy way and clarify the Chinese concept and proposition of global anti-epidemic, which
show China’s responsibility as a responsible country in the international community and then
enhance the influence of Chinese culture.
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