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Abstract 
From the strategic perspective of the sustainable development of talents, this paper 
probes into the positioning of "applied education" in colleges and universities. At first, 
the paper analyzes the transformation of the current social demand for talents, and 
emphasizes the importance of application-oriented education in cultivating high-quality 
talents that meet the market demand. Then, the article expounds the core connotation 
of applied education, that is, pay attention to the practical application of knowledge and 
the training of practical ability, so as to meet the needs of economic and social 
development for talents. On this basis, the article further discusses the orientation of 
colleges and universities in applied education, and puts forward that colleges and 
universities should combine their own characteristics and resources to build an applied 
education system that ADAPTS to regional economic and social development. Finally, the 
article points out that in the process of implementing application-oriented education, 
colleges and universities should pay attention to the renewal of educational ideas, the 
optimization of curriculum system, the reform of teaching methods and the construction 
of teachers, so as to ensure the quality and effect of application-oriented education and 
provide strong support for the sustainable development of talents. 
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1. The Transformation of the Current Social Demand for Talents 

With the continuous progress of science and technology and the in-depth development of 
globalization, the current social demand for talents is undergoing profound changes. This 
change is not only reflected in the demand for the quantity of talents, but also in the diversified 
demand for the quality and type of talents. In this context, the importance of applied education 
in cultivating high-quality talents who meet the market demand has become increasingly 
prominent. 

1.1. Emphasis on Skills and Practical Ability 
In the past, the education mode often pays too much attention to the impartation of theoretical 
knowledge, but neglects the cultivation of students' practical ability. However, in today's 
society, pure theoretical knowledge has been unable to meet the actual needs of the market. 
Enterprises pay more attention to the practical ability and skill level of talents, and they hope 
to recruit talents who can quickly adapt to the working environment and solve practical 
problems. Therefore, applied education emphasizes practical teaching and focuses on 
cultivating students' practical operation ability and problem-solving ability, so that they can 
better adapt to market demand. 
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1.2. Emphasis on Cross-disciplinarity and Comprehensive Quality 
With the continuous development and innovation of science and technology, there is a trend of 
cross-integration in many fields. This makes the demand for talents in the market also show the 
characteristics of interdisciplinary and comprehensive. Application-oriented education focuses 
on cultivating students' comprehensive quality and interdisciplinary ability, so that they can 
have the ability of cross-field cooperation and innovation. This mode of education not only 
helps to enhance students' individual competitiveness, but also helps to promote social 
innovation and development. 

1.3. Demand for Adaptability and Innovation Ability 
In the rapidly changing market environment, enterprises are more in need of talents with 
adaptability and innovation ability. They should not only be able to quickly adapt to the new 
working environment and task requirements, but also be able to propose new ideas and 
solutions to promote the sustainable development of the enterprise. Application-oriented 
education cultivates students' innovative thinking and adaptability by providing flexible and 
diverse education methods and innovative course content, enabling them to better cope with 
changes and challenges in the market. 

1.4. Emphasis on International Vision and Cross-cultural Communication Skills 
In the context of globalization, enterprises are increasingly in need of talents with international 
vision and cross-cultural communication skills. They should not only understand the rules and 
trends of the international market, but also be able to communicate and cooperate effectively 
with people from different cultural backgrounds. Application-oriented education focuses on 
cultivating students' international vision and cross-cultural communication skills, and 
enhances students' global competitiveness through international exchanges, cooperative 
projects and foreign language learning. 
The cultivation of lifelong learning and self-improvement awareness. 
In today's era of knowledge explosion, lifelong learning has become a necessary quality for 
everyone. Enterprises appreciate talents with self-improvement awareness and continuous 
learning ability more. They want employees who can constantly update their knowledge and 
skills to adapt to the changing market environment. Applied education focuses not only on 
students' current learning outcomes, but also on cultivating their lifelong learning habits and 
awareness of self-improvement. By providing rich learning resources and guidance, it helps 
students build motivation and habits for continuous learning. 
To sum up, the current demand for talents in society is undergoing a profound transformation. 
This transformation not only requires talents to have rich theoretical knowledge and practical 
skills, but also requires them to have multi-faceted qualities and abilities such as 
interdisciplinary, adaptable, innovative and international. Application-oriented education is 
designed to meet these needs. It focuses on practical teaching, interdisciplinary integration, 
cultivation of innovation ability and expansion of international vision, and is committed to 
cultivating high-quality talents who meet the market demand. 
Therefore, colleges and universities should deeply understand and grasp the changing trend of 
the current social demand for talents, and actively promote the development and innovation of 
applied education. The quality and level of applied education should be continuously improved 
by optimizing the curriculum system, strengthening practical teaching, promoting industry-
university-research cooperation, and strengthening international exchanges and cooperation. 
At the same time, colleges and universities should also strengthen comprehensive quality 
education and career planning guidance for students to help them better adapt to market 
demand and achieve personal development. In a word, application-oriented education is of 
great significance in cultivating high-quality talents who meet the market demand. Colleges and 
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universities should actively adapt to the changes in society's demand for talents, strengthen the 
construction and reform of application-oriented education, and make positive contributions to 
training more outstanding talents. 

2. Expounds the Core Connotation of Application-oriented Education 

With the progress of The Times and the development of society, applied education has 
gradually emerged and become a new force in the field of education. Its core connotation is to 
pay attention to the practical application of knowledge and the cultivation of practical ability, 
aiming at cultivating high-quality talents with practical ability and innovative spirit, so as to 
meet the needs of talents for economic and social development. 

2.1. Applied Education Emphasizes the Practical Application of Knowledge 
The traditional education mode often pays too much attention to the teaching of theoretical 
knowledge, which makes it difficult for students to apply what they have learned to practical 
work. However, applied education breaks this constraint and closely combines theoretical 
knowledge with practical activities, so that students can constantly contact with practical 
problems in learning and deepen their understanding and application of theoretical knowledge 
through practical operation. This kind of education not only improves students' interest and 
enthusiasm in learning, but also helps them form the ability to solve practical problems, laying 
a solid foundation for their future career development. 

2.2. Application-oriented Education Focuses on the Cultivation of Practical 
Ability. 

Practical ability refers to the operational skills and problem-solving abilities shown by 
individuals in solving practical problems. In application-oriented education, the cultivation of 
practical ability runs through the whole educational process. The school provides students with 
abundant practical opportunities through school-enterprise cooperation and practical teaching 
bases. In practice, students continue to explore and try, and gradually master various practical 
skills and methods. At the same time, the school also focuses on cultivating students' innovative 
thinking and critical thinking, so that they can quickly find solutions to complex problems and 
constantly improve their practical ability. 

2.3. Application-oriented Education Also Emphasizes Adapting to the Needs of 
Talents for Economic and Social Development 

With the continuous progress and development of society, the demand for talents is constantly 
changing. Application-oriented education pays close attention to social development trends 
and changes in talent needs, and constantly adjusts and optimizes educational content and 
methods. It focuses on cultivating students' comprehensive quality and interdisciplinary ability, 
so that they are equipped with the ability to adapt to future social development. At the same 
time, applied education also focuses on cultivating students' professional ethics and sense of 
social responsibility, so that they can actively perform their duties in their future work and 
contribute to the development of society. 
In the process of implementing applied education, colleges and universities play a key role. First 
of all, colleges and universities need to optimize the curriculum system, combining theoretical 
courses with practical courses to form a complete curriculum system. At the same time, colleges 
and universities also need to strengthen practical teaching links and provide sufficient practical 
opportunities and resources to ensure that students can fully exercise their practical ability. In 
addition, colleges and universities also need to strengthen cooperation with enterprises and 
social organizations to jointly promote the development of application-oriented education and 
realize the close connection between personnel training and economic and social development. 
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In the future, with the rapid development of science and technology and the continuous 
progress of society, applied education will continue to play an important role. We look forward 
to seeing more universities and educators devote themselves to the practice of application-
oriented education, constantly explore and innovate, and contribute wisdom and strength to 
cultivating more excellent application-oriented talents. At the same time, we also look forward 
to seeing more students under the training of application-oriented education, grow into high-
quality talents with practical ability and innovative spirit, and contribute their own strength to 
the development and progress of society. 

3. The Positioning of Universities in Applied Education 

With the rapid development of society, the demand for talents is increasingly diversified, and 
application-oriented education has gradually become an important part of the field of higher 
education. As the main undertakers of application-oriented education, colleges and universities 
play a key role in cultivating high-quality talents with practical ability, innovative spirit and 
adapting to the needs of social development. The purpose of this paper is to explore the 
orientation of colleges and universities in applied education, in order to provide theoretical 
support and practical guidance for colleges and universities to carry out applied education 
better. 

3.1. Colleges and Universities are the Leaders of Applied Education 
Colleges and universities play a leading role in applied education. First of all, colleges and 
universities need to clarify the concept and goal of application-oriented education, that is, to 
train high-quality talents with practical ability and innovative spirit. On this basis, colleges and 
universities need to formulate corresponding teaching plans and curriculum Settings to ensure 
that educational content is closely aligned with market demand. At the same time, colleges and 
universities also need to strengthen contacts with enterprises, industries and other sectors of 
society, understand the market demand and talent development trend, and provide strong 
external support for application-oriented education. 

3.2. Colleges and Universities Should Be the Integrators of Applied Education 
Resources 

Colleges and universities have abundant educational resources, including teachers, scientific 
research facilities and practical teaching bases. In the application-oriented education, colleges 
and universities need to give full play to the advantages of these resources, integrate and 
optimize. First of all, colleges and universities need to strengthen the construction of teachers, 
train a group of teachers with practical experience and innovation ability, and provide a strong 
talent guarantee for application-oriented education. Secondly, colleges and universities need to 
increase investment in scientific research, promote the transformation and application of 
scientific research results, and provide a steady stream of innovation power for application-
oriented education. Finally, colleges and universities need to actively build practice teaching 
bases to provide students with sufficient opportunities and platforms for practice, so that they 
can exercise and improve their practical ability in practice. 

3.3. Colleges and Universities as the Guarantor of the Quality of Applied 
Education 

Quality is the lifeline of education, and applied education is no exception. Colleges and 
universities, as the implementer of applied education, need to undertake the heavy 
responsibility of ensuring the quality of education. First of all, colleges and universities need to 
establish and improve the teaching quality monitoring system, and conduct regular evaluation 
and feedback on the teaching process and teaching effect to ensure the steady improvement of 
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teaching quality. Secondly, colleges and universities need to strengthen the management and 
guidance of students, help them make reasonable study plans and career plans, and improve 
their study efficiency and employment competitiveness. Finally, colleges and universities also 
need to strengthen communication and cooperation with the society, understand the needs and 
evaluation of talents in the society, and provide strong support for the continuous improvement 
of applied education. 

3.4. Colleges and Universities Should Be the Promoters of Applied Education 
Innovation 

Innovation is the core driving force of applied education. Colleges and universities need to 
actively promote innovation in applied education to adapt to social development and the ever-
changing demand for talents. First of all, colleges and universities need to innovate in 
educational concepts, establish an educational concept that takes students as the center and 
ability training as the core, and promote the transformation of educational models. Secondly, 
colleges and universities need to innovate in teaching methods, introduce modern information 
technology and teaching methods, and improve the interest and effectiveness of teaching. 
Finally, colleges and universities also need to innovate in the curriculum system, build a 
curriculum system that closely matches the market demand, and cultivate students' 
comprehensive quality and interdisciplinary ability. 

3.5. Colleges and Universities are Inheritors of Applied Education Culture 
Application-oriented education is not only an education model, but also an education concept 
and culture. As the inheritors of application-oriented education, colleges and universities need 
to actively promote the spirit and value of application-oriented education and create a good 
educational atmosphere. First of all, colleges and universities need to strengthen the publicity 
and popularization of applied education, and improve the understanding and attention of 
teachers and students to applied education. Secondly, colleges and universities need to hold 
various academic and cultural activities to provide a platform for teachers and students to 
exchange learning and display their talents, so as to promote the spread and development of 
application-oriented education culture. 
To sum up, colleges and universities play multiple roles in applied education, which are not only 
the leader, but also the resource integrator, quality guarantee, innovation promoter and 
cultural inheritor. In order to better carry out application-oriented education, colleges and 
universities need to constantly strengthen their own construction, improve the quality of 
education and innovation ability, and make positive contributions to training more excellent 
application-oriented talents. At the same time, colleges and universities also need to strengthen 
cooperation and exchanges with all sectors of society, jointly promote the development and 
innovation of applied education, and provide a strong talent guarantee for the progress and 
development of society. 

4. Based on the Sustainable Development of Talents, Most Colleges and 
Universities Adopt the Mode of "Applied Education" 

In the process of implementing application-oriented education, colleges and universities should 
pay attention to the renewal of educational ideas, the optimization of curriculum system, the 
reform of teaching methods and the construction of teachers, so as to ensure the quality and 
effect of application-oriented education. These four aspects are interrelated and promote each 
other, which together constitute the core elements of applied education. 
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4.1. The Renewal of Educational Concept is the Premise and Foundation of the 
Implementation of Applied Education. 

The traditional educational concept often focuses on the inculcation of knowledge and imparts 
theories, but neglects the cultivation of students' practical ability and innovative spirit. 
Therefore, colleges and universities need to abandon this old educational concept and establish 
a new concept with ability training as the core. This requires college educators to fully realize 
the importance and urgency of application-oriented education, and take cultivating students' 
practical ability, innovative spirit and professional quality as the primary task of education. At 
the same time, colleges and universities also need to strengthen the contact with all sectors of 
society, understand the market demand and talent development trend, and closely combine the 
market demand and talent training to form an educational concept that meets the needs of 
social development. 

4.2. The Optimization of Curriculum System is the Key to the Implementation 
of Application-oriented Education 

The curriculum system is the basis and support of personnel training, and directly relates to 
the knowledge structure and ability level of students. Therefore, colleges and universities need 
to reform and optimize the traditional curriculum system according to the characteristics and 
requirements of application-oriented education. On the one hand, colleges and universities 
need to increase the proportion of practical courses and integrate practical teaching into the 
whole educational process, so that students can learn and master knowledge in practice. On the 
other hand, colleges and universities also need to strengthen the setting of interdisciplinary 
courses to cultivate students' comprehensive quality and interdisciplinary ability to meet the 
diversified needs of the future society. In addition, colleges and universities need to constantly 
update course content according to market demand and talent development trend to ensure 
that the course content is cutting-edge and practical. 

4.3. The Reform of Teaching Methods is an Important Means to Implement 
Applied Education 

Teaching method is directly related to students' learning interest and learning effect. 
Traditional teaching methods are often lecturing, lack of interaction and practice links, it is 
difficult to stimulate students' initiative and creativity. Therefore, colleges and universities 
need to actively explore and adopt new teaching methods and means, such as case teaching, 
project teaching, flipped classroom, etc., in order to stimulate students' learning interest and 
enthusiasm. At the same time, colleges and universities also need to strengthen the design and 
organization of practical teaching links, to provide students with more practical opportunities 
and platforms, so that they can exercise and improve their practical ability in practice. 

4.4. The Construction of Teaching Staff is the Guarantee for the 
Implementation of Application-oriented Education 

Teachers are the main body and core strength of education, and their quality and ability directly 
affect the quality and effect of education. Therefore, colleges and universities need to pay 
attention to the construction of teachers and strengthen the training and introduction of 
teachers. On the one hand, colleges and universities need to strengthen the training and 
promotion of existing teachers, improve their practical ability and innovation ability, so that 
they can better adapt to the needs of applied education. On the other hand, colleges and 
universities also need to actively introduce outstanding talents with practical experience and 
innovation ability to enrich the team of teachers and improve the overall teaching level. At the 
same time, colleges and universities also need to establish a sound incentive mechanism to 
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encourage teachers to actively participate in the practice and reform of application-oriented 
education, and promote the continuous development of application-oriented education. 
In the process of implementing the reform and construction in these four aspects, colleges and 
universities also need to pay attention to the following points: First, to strengthen the top-level 
design and planning, to ensure the systematic and coordinated reform and construction 
measures; Second, we should pay attention to the effectiveness and maneuverability to ensure 
that all measures can really take root and produce results; Third, we should strengthen 
supervision and evaluation work, find problems in time and improve and optimize them. Fourth, 
we should strengthen exchanges and cooperation with advanced international educational 
concepts and models, learn from their successful experience and promote the international 
development of applied education. To sum up, colleges and universities should pay attention to 
the renewal of educational ideas, the optimization of curriculum system, the reform of teaching 
methods and the construction of teaching staff in the process of implementing applied 
education. These work are interrelated and promote each other, which together constitute the 
core elements and guarantee system of applied education. By continuously strengthening these 
aspects of work, colleges and universities can ensure the quality and effect of applied education, 
and make positive contributions to cultivating more high-quality talents with practical ability, 
innovative spirit and professional accomplishment. 

5. Conclusion 

In the strategic vision of sustainable development of talents, we can find its far-reaching 
significance and importance by examining the positioning of "applied education" in colleges 
and universities. As an important part of the higher education system, application-oriented 
education aims to cultivate high-quality talents with practical ability, innovative spirit and 
adapt to the needs of social development, which is highly in line with the strategic goal of 
sustainable development of talents. As the main undertakers of application-oriented education, 
colleges and universities play a key role in the process of personnel training. Through the 
renewal of educational ideas, the optimization of curriculum system, the reform of teaching 
methods and the construction of teachers, colleges and universities continue to promote the 
innovation and development of applied education, which provides a strong guarantee for the 
sustainable development of talents. In the future, with the rapid progress of science and 
technology and the profound changes of society, the demand for talents will show more 
diversified and personalized characteristics. Therefore, colleges and universities need to 
continue to deepen the understanding and exploration of applied education, and constantly 
improve the education system and teaching methods to meet the new needs and challenges of 
talent training. At the same time, colleges and universities should also strengthen cooperation 
and exchanges with all sectors of society, understand the market demand and talent 
development trend, closely combine talent training with social needs, and promote the deep 
integration of applied education and social development. In conclusion, based on the strategy 
of sustainable development of talents, we can see the important strategic value and broad 
prospects of "applied education" in colleges and universities. Colleges and universities should 
continue to play their leading role in applied education, constantly innovate and improve the 
education system, and make greater contributions to training more excellent applied talents 
and promoting the sustainable development of society. 
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