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Abstract 
Exploring the cultural inheritance of thousands of years, paper cutting and mascots, two 
completely different art forms, both carry the profound heritage of traditional Chinese 
cultural elements. They are like a key, opening the door to ancient wisdom and injecting 
a unique soul into modern design. In this article, we will deeply explore the charm of 
paper-cutting and mascots, reveal how they lead the design trend, and what kind of 
sparks collide between inheritance and innovation. 
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1. Introduction 

In the long history, Chinese traditional culture, with its unique charm and profound heritage, 
has been endless and far-reaching. As a living cultural phenomenon, it is not only reflected in 
people's spiritual life, but also shows infinite creativity in the field of design and art. Traditional 
Chinese culture has a long history and is the crystalisation of the 5,000-year civilisation history 
of the Chinese nation. It contains rich philosophical thought, moral concepts, art forms and folk 
habits, such as the ideological systems of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, as well as 
calligraphy, painting, music, dance, architecture and other art forms. These elements are 
intertwined to form the unique aesthetics and values of Chinese culture. There is an inseparable 
link between design and traditional culture. Traditional culture provides continuous 
inspiration for design, and design is an extension and expression of traditional culture in 
contemporary society. Through in-depth research and understanding of traditional culture, 
designers integrate their elements into modern design, which not only gives the design works 
a unique cultural connotation, but also realises the activation and inheritance of traditional 
culture. This article aims to explore the influence of traditional Chinese cultural elements on 
modern design. Taking paper cutting and mascots as examples, it analyses their application in 
design and their cultural significance. Through research, we hope to reveal the value of 
traditional cultural elements in design, explore how to find a balance between inheritance and 
innovation, and provide new ideas and inspirations for contemporary design. This research not 
only helps to enrich the design theory, but also provides a new perspective and path for the 
inheritance and development of traditional culture. 

2. Overview of Traditional Chinese Cultural Elements  

Chinese traditional cultural elements are a symbol of the wisdom of the Chinese nation. They 
have evolved in the long history, forming a unique artistic style and cultural connotation. The 
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following is an overview of paper-cutting art and mascots, as well as the cultural significance 
they carry.  

2.1. The History and Development of Paper-Cutting Art.  
Paper-cutting art, as one of the oldest folk arts in China, originated in the Han Dynasty of China 
and has a history of about 1,500 years. It was originally used for religious ceremonies and 
festivals, and gradually developed into an independent art form over time. Paper cutting is 
deeply loved by people for its simple lines, vivid images and rich meanings. From simple 
window flowers to complex patterns, paper-cutting art not only reflects folk life customs, but 
also shows people's yearning for a better life. 

2.2. The Origin and Evolution of Mascots.  
Mascots, as a symbolic cultural symbol, originated from ancient totem worship and witchcraft 
beliefs. In ancient times, people believed that mascots could bring good luck and avoid evil. Over 
time, the form and connotation of mascots have become richer. From simple animal images to 
complex mythical characters, they are widely used in various fields such as architecture, 
clothing and utensils. The evolution of mascots also reflects the change of social culture and the 
renewal of aesthetic concepts. 

2.3. The Cultural Connotation of Paper-Cutting and Mascots.  
Paper-cutting and mascots are not only an artistic expression, but also a carrier of the 
connotation of traditional Chinese culture. The patterns in paper cutting often imply 
auspiciousness, happiness and well-being, such as bats representing blessings, peonies 
symbolising wealth, and dragons and phoenixes representing power and auspiciousness. 
Mascots are usually combined with specific cultural stories and symbolic meanings, such as 
lions representing authority, and goldfish implying more than every year. These cultural 
connotations not only reflect the values and aesthetics of the Chinese nation, but also play an 
important enlightening role in modern design, guiding designers to integrate the spiritual core 
of traditional culture into their works. 

3. Case Analysis of the Application of Paper-Cutting Art in Design 

Paper-cutting art, as a unique traditional art form, its application in modern design not only 
reflects the respect and inheritance of traditional culture, but also shows the innovation and 
vitality of design. The following is a discussion on the application of paper-cutting art elements 
in different design fields through several case studies.  

3.1. The Application of Paper-Cutting Elements in Modern Graphic Design.  
In modern graphic design, the application of paper-cutting elements adds unique visual effects 
and cultural atmosphere to the design work. For example, some designers use paper-cut lines 
and patterns in poster design, book cover and advertising design to create layered and three-
dimensional visual effects. These design works not only convey information, but also visually 
give people the enjoyment of beauty. For example, the packaging design of a certain brand of 
mooncakes cleverly uses paper-cutting art to perfectly combine traditional elements with 
modern aesthetics.  

3.2. Innovative Application of Paper-Cutting Elements in Product Design. 
In the field of product design, the innovative application of paper-cutting elements gives 
products unique cultural characteristics and artistic value. For example, some home 
decorations, lamps and furniture designs not only increase the aesthetics of the product, but 
also improve the practicality and functionality of the product by adopting paper-cut hollow 
patterns. A lamp design inspired by the art of paper-cutting. Its unique hollow pattern forms a 
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charming light and shadow effect under the light, adding a warm atmosphere to the home 
environment.  

3.3. The Integration of Paper-Cutting Elements in Environmental Art Design. 
In environmental art design, the integration of paper-cutting elements brings a new perspective 
to spatial design. Designers apply paper-cutting art to interior decoration, architectural 
appearance and landscape design, creating creative and personalised spatial effects through 
the lines and patterns of paper-cutting. For example, the exterior design of a building uses the 
elements of paper-cutting art to make it show rich light and shadow changes in the sun, 
becoming a unique scenery in the city. These cases show that the application of paper-cutting 
art in environmental art design not only enhances the artistry of space, but also improves the 
emotional expression and cultural connotation of space. Through the above case analysis, we 
can see the diversity and innovation of the application of paper-cutting art in design. These 
applications not only inject the vitality of traditional culture into modern design, but also 
provide a new way for the inheritance and development of traditional culture. 

4. Case Analysis of the Application of Mascots in Design. 

As a symbolic traditional cultural element, mascots are widely and diversely used in design, 
bringing unique cultural charm and commercial value to brand image, advertising and 
animation creation.  

4.1. Application of Mascot Elements in Brand Image Design. 
In brand image design, the application of mascot elements can enhance the recognition and 
affinity of the brand. For example, some well-known brands will design representative mascots 
as a symbol of brand image. These mascots often integrate the core concept of the brand and 
traditional cultural elements, such as the mascots of the Olympic Games, which not only reflect 
the cultural characteristics of the host country, but also become an important part of the brand 
image of the Olympic Games, which is deeply rooted in people's hearts.  

4.2. The Application of Mascot Elements in Advertising Design. 
In advertising design, the application of mascot elements can attract the attention of consumers 
and enhance the communication effect of advertising. Designers often design the mascot vividly, 
interestingly and creatively, making it the highlight of the advertisement. For example, some 
food advertisements will use mascots to attract the interest of children and families, and 
improve the attractiveness and memory points of the product through the interesting 
interaction of mascots.  

4.3. Innovation of Mascot Elements in Animation Design. 
In animation design, the innovative use of mascot elements adds unique charm to animation 
works. The mascots in animation often have distinct personalities and story backgrounds. They 
are not only the promoters of the storyline, but also the carriers of cultural output. For example, 
the mascots in some domestic animation works not only integrate traditional Chinese cultural 
elements, but also innovate in character setting and storytelling, making these mascots cultural 
symbols and promoting the dissemination and communication of animation culture. Through 
the above case analysis, we can see that the application of mascot elements in design is multi-
dimensional, which can not only strengthen the brand image and improve the advertising effect, 
but also promote cultural innovation in animation design. These applications not only show the 
flexibility and creativity of mascot elements, but also provide a new perspective and path for 
the modern transformation of traditional culture. 
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5. The Influence of Traditional Cultural Elements on the Design Concept. 

Traditional cultural elements, such as paper cutting and mascots, not only occupy an important 
position in design practice, but also have a profound impact on the design concept. The 
following will discuss the influence of traditional cultural elements on the design concept from 
three aspects. 

5.1. The Design Concept Embodied by Paper-Cutting and Mascot.  
The concept embodied in the design of paper-cutting and mascot is, first of all, "implication" 
and "symbol". Paper-cutting art conveys people's yearning and blessings for a better life 
through the ingenious combination of lines and patterns; while mascots express people's 
expectations for happiness and success through specific images and stories. These design 
concepts emphasise the cultural connotation and emotional expression of design works, so that 
design is not only a visual beauty, but also a kind of cultural and emotional transmission. 
Secondly, the design concept of paper-cutting and mascot also includes "simple" and "practical". 
The lines of paper-cutting art are simple and smooth, and the patterns are rich in meaning, 
reflecting the simple beauty of the design; while the design of the mascot pays attention to the 
combination of practicality and symbolism, which is both beautiful and practical. These 
concepts also have important guiding value in modern design. 

5.2. The Integration of Traditional Cultural Elements and Modern Design 
Concepts.  

In contemporary design practice, the integration of traditional cultural elements and modern 
design concepts has become a trend. Designers combine the elements of paper-cutting and 
mascots with modern design concepts, such as minimalism, sustainability, user experience, etc. 
in an innovative way. This integration not only makes the design works have unique cultural 
characteristics, but also meets the aesthetic needs and functional requirements of modern 
society. For example, a modern lamp design combined with paper-cutting elements not only 
shows the charm of traditional art, but also meets the needs of the modern home environment.  

5.3. The Inspiration of Traditional Cultural Elements to Design Innovative 
Thinking.  

The revelation of traditional cultural elements to design innovative thinking is that they provide 
rich sources of inspiration and thinking angles. Designers can learn from the design of paper 
cutting and mascots how to draw nourishment from traditional culture and how to innovate on 
the basis of inheriting tradition. These elements encourage designers to break out of 
conventional thinking and explore the multiple possibilities of design, so as to promote design 
innovation. For example, by studying symmetry and balance in paper-cutting art, designers can 
create more harmonious and balanced visual effects in product design. In a word, the influence 
of traditional cultural elements on the design concept is multifaceted. They not only provide 
rich materials and inspiration for design, but also reveal how designers can integrate cultural 
connotations into modern design and achieve the harmonious coexistence of tradition and 
modernity. 

6. The Influence of Traditional Cultural Elements on Design Style.  

Design style is the designer's personalised expression of design elements and concepts, and 
traditional cultural elements such as paper cutting and mascots have a profound impact on the 
formation and development of design style.  
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6.1. The Influence of Paper-Cutting and Mascots on the Design Style. 
As representatives of traditional Chinese culture, the influence of paper-cutting and mascots on 
the design style is mainly reflected in the processing of design details and the creation of the 
overall atmosphere. The smooth lines and exquisite patterns of paper-cutting art bring a unique 
sense of decoration and hierarchy to the design. Integrating paper-cutting elements into the 
design can often create a warm and festive atmosphere. The image design of the mascot can 
add narrative and emotional colour to the design work according to its symbolic meaning and 
story background, forming a design style with cultural depth and affinity. 

6.2. The Unique Style Formed by Traditional Cultural Elements in Design.  
Traditional cultural elements form a unique style in design, which combines traditional and 
modern, Eastern and Western elements. For example, the new Chinese design style is to 
combine traditional Chinese elements with modern design concepts to create a design style that 
is both classical and modern. In this style, the lines of paper cutting and the image of the mascot 
are reinterpreted to adapt to modern aesthetics and lifestyle, thus forming a design style that 
has both traditional charm and modern aesthetics.  

6.3. The Inheritance and Innovation of Traditional Cultural Elements to the 
Design Style.  

The inheritance and innovation of traditional cultural elements in the design style is an 
important driving force for the development of design. While inheriting traditional elements, 
designers are constantly making innovative attempts. This innovation may be reflected in the 
reinterpretation and re-creation of traditional elements, such as abstracting paper-cut patterns 
and applying them to modern home design to create a design style that is both modern and 
traditional. At the same time, designers are also exploring how to combine the symbolic 
meaning of the mascot with the modern design concept to adapt to the changing social and 
cultural background. In a word, the influence of traditional cultural elements on design styles 
is multi-dimensional. They not only provide rich visual and symbolic resources for design, but 
also promote the inheritance and innovation of design styles. Through in-depth research and 
clever application of these elements, designers can create a unique design style that has both 
cultural connotations and conforms to the spirit of the times. 

7. The Influence of Traditional Cultural Elements on Design Expression 
Techniques. 

Design expression techniques are the skills and means for designers to transform ideas and 
ideas into specific visual images. Traditional cultural elements such as paper cutting and 
mascots have had a significant impact on the design expression techniques and enriched the 
expression of the design.  

7.1. The Application of Paper-Cutting and Mascot Expression Techniques in 
Design.  

The use of paper-cutting and mascot expression techniques in design is mainly reflected in the 
innovative application of traditional crafts and symbols. For example, designers may use paper-
cutting hollow technology to apply this technology to modern graphic design to create unique 
visual effects. In the design of mascots, designers will use exaggerated and anthropomorphic 
techniques to enhance the expressiveness and recognition of the mascot. These expression 
techniques not only retain the essence of traditional culture, but also bring a new visual 
experience to modern design.  
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7.2. The Expansion of Traditional Cultural Elements to Design Expression 
Techniques.  

The integration of traditional cultural elements provides new perspectives and ideas for design 
expression techniques. Designers can draw inspiration from traditional art, such as developing 
new visual composition skills from the symmetrical beauty and rhythm of paper cutting, or 
refining new design concepts from the symbolism of mascots. The use of these traditional 
cultural elements not only expands the scope of design expression techniques, but also makes 
the design works more layered and profound.  

7.3. The Innovation of Expression Techniques of Traditional Cultural Elements 
in Design.  

In design, the use of traditional cultural elements has also promoted the innovation of 
expression techniques. Designers are no longer limited to traditional expression, but combine 
traditional cultural elements with modern design techniques through digital technology, new 
materials and new processes. For example, using 3D printing technology to transform paper-
cutting art into three-dimensional design works, or dynamically present the image of the 
mascot through digital media art. These innovative expression techniques not only inject new 
vitality into traditional culture, but also bring new possibilities to the design field. Through the 
above analysis, we can see that the influence of traditional cultural elements on design 
expression techniques is multifaceted. They not only provide designers with rich expression 
tools and sources of inspiration, but also promote the innovation and development of design 
expression techniques. Through in-depth exploration and innovative application of traditional 
cultural elements, designers can create design works with both traditional charm and modern 
aesthetics. 

8. The Influence of Traditional Cultural Elements on the Design Market. 

The position of traditional cultural elements in the contemporary design market is increasingly 
prominent. They not only add unique cultural charm to design works, but also have a profound 
impact on the market.  

8.1. The Popularity of Paper-Cutting and Mascots in the Market.  
As a symbol of traditional Chinese culture, paper-cutting and mascots have a wide popularity 
in the market. In modern home decoration, holiday gifts, fashion accessories and other fields, 
paper-cutting art and mascot design are favoured by consumers for their unique cultural 
connotation and aesthetic value. Especially in traditional festivals such as the Spring Festival 
and the Mid-Autumn Festival, the design works of paper-cut and mascots often become hot-
selling products in the market, satisfying people's yearning and demand for the atmosphere of 
traditional festivals.  

8.2. The Role of Traditional Cultural Elements in Promoting the Design Market.  
The role of traditional cultural elements in promoting the design market is reflected in multiple 
levels. First of all, they provide new product ideas and design directions for the design market, 
stimulate the creative enthusiasm of designers, and promote the prosperity of the design 
industry. Secondly, the application of traditional cultural elements increases the cultural added 
value of products and improves the market competitiveness of products. In addition, with the 
advancement of globalisation, the design works of traditional cultural elements are also highly 
attractive in the international market, promoting the export of design products and services. 
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8.3. The Commercial Value of Traditional Cultural Elements in the Market. 
The commercial value of traditional cultural elements in the market cannot be ignored. They 
can not only attract specific consumer groups, but also enhance the brand image and enhance 
the cultural connotation of the brand. For example, some high-end brands integrate paper-
cutting and mascot elements into their designs, attracting consumers who pursue cultural taste 
through limited edition products or special series, thus enhancing the commercial value of the 
brand. At the same time, the design works of traditional cultural elements often become the 
object of collection and investment, and their market value and collection value continue to 
increase over time. In a word, traditional cultural elements play an important role in the 
contemporary design market. They not only enrich the product variety in the design market, 
but also provide new market opportunities for designers and brands. As consumers pay more 
and more attention to cultural connotation and personalised needs, the market influence and 
commercial value of traditional cultural elements will continue to grow. 

9. Application of Traditional Cultural Elements in Design Education 

In design education, the application of traditional cultural elements is of great significance to 
cultivate students' cultural literacy and design innovation ability. The following will discuss the 
application and impact of traditional cultural elements such as paper cutting and mascots in 
design education from three aspects. 

9.1. The Status of Paper-Cutting and Mascots in Design Education.  
As treasures of traditional Chinese culture, paper-cutting and mascots occupy an important 
position in design education. They are not only indispensable teaching materials in design 
education, but also an important way to cultivate students' cognition and understanding of 
traditional Chinese culture. By learning the design principles and production processes of 
paper-cutting and mascots, students can deeply understand the characteristics and aesthetic 
concepts of traditional Chinese art.  

9.2. The Integration of Traditional Cultural Elements into Design Education.  
In design education, the integration of traditional cultural elements aims to enable students to 
master modern design skills while not forgetting the foundation of traditional culture. By 
organising the study and practice of traditional arts such as paper cutting and mascots, 
educators let students experience the charm of traditional crafts in person, so as to integrate 
traditional cultural elements into the design. This integration is not only reflected in the 
curriculum setting, but also in teaching methods and practical activities, such as holding 
traditional art workshops, design competitions, etc.  

9.3. The Influence and Enlightenment of Traditional Cultural Elements on 
Design Education. 

The impact of traditional cultural elements on design education is multifaceted. First of all, they 
can stimulate students' creativity and imagination, so that students can find new inspiration in 
design. Secondly, the application of traditional cultural elements is conducive to cultivating 
students' cultural self-confidence and national pride, and making design works more cultural 
connotation and personality. In addition, the impact of traditional cultural elements on design 
education is also reflected in the following revelations: (1). Design education should pay 
attention to interdisciplinary integration and combine traditional culture with modern design 
concepts. (2). Educators should guide students to pay attention to traditional culture and 
cultivate their cultural sensitivity and aesthetic ability. (3). Design education should encourage 
students to draw nourishment from traditional culture and carry out innovative design. In a 
word, the application of traditional cultural elements in design education not only enriches the 
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connotation of design education, but also provides students with a broad learning and practice 
space. Through the influence of traditional cultural elements, students can better inherit and 
innovate in design practice, and contribute unique cultural strength to the development of the 
design field. 

10. Conclusions and Prospects  

Through in-depth discussion on the application of traditional cultural elements such as paper 
cutting and mascots in design, this article draws the following conclusions and prospects.  

10.1. Summary of the Impact of Paper Cutting and Mascots On Design.  
As representatives of traditional Chinese culture, paper cutting and mascots have had a 
profound impact on design. They not only enrich the expression techniques and styles of the 
design, but also add unique cultural connotation and emotional value to the design works. The 
lines of paper cutting and the image of the mascot have become an important source of 
inspiration for designers, promoting the innovation and development of design works. 

10.2. The Future Development of Traditional Cultural Elements in Design. 
With the development of globalisation and cultural diversity, the future development prospects 
of traditional cultural elements in design are broad. Designers will continue to explore how to 
combine traditional culture with modern design concepts to create design works with both 
national characteristics and international trends. At the same time, with the progress of digital 
technology, traditional cultural elements will be presented in new forms and media, bringing 
more possibilities to the design field.  

10.3. Research Limitations and Future Research Direction.  
This study has certain limitations when exploring the impact of traditional cultural elements 
on design. First of all, due to the limited scope of research, it cannot fully cover the application 
of all traditional cultural elements in design. Secondly, the research is mainly based on case 
analysis and lacks systematic analysis of design market trends. Future research directions 
include:  
(1). Expand the scope of research and explore the application of more traditional cultural 
elements in design and their impact. 
(2). In-depth analysis of the relationship between traditional cultural elements and design 
market trends, and provide theoretical support for the development of the design industry. 
(3). Combined with interdisciplinary research, explore the application of traditional cultural 
elements in the field of digital media and emerging design.  
(4). Pay attention to the dissemination and influence of traditional cultural elements in the 
context of globalisation, and explore their role in international design exchanges. In a word, the 
application of traditional cultural elements in design is a field of continuous development. 
Future research will continue to explore the value of traditional cultural elements and provide 
new ideas and impetus for the development of design education, design practice and design 
industry. 
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