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Abstract

With the deepening of globalization, the issues of disarmament and peace have garnered
widespread attention from the international community. As a responsible and
committed major power, China should prioritize maintaining its own security and
stability while actively participating in global disarmament efforts to contribute to
world peace and development. Disarmament refers to the reduction of armed personnel
and military equipment, usually to levels that reasonably align with a country's national
security needs. Disarmament education is an essential means of raising youth awareness
of peace and promoting international cooperation. However, due to objective factors,
many young people in China currently have limited awareness of disarmament
education, and the impact of educational programs needs further enhancement.
Therefore, comprehensively analyzing Chinese public awareness of disarmament
education, systematically assessing the impact of educational programs, and conducting
targeted disarmament education work are necessary to gradually improve the peace
literacy of young people and inject new vitality into the sustained development of global
disarmament efforts.
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1. Introduction

In today's complex and ever-changing international landscape, disarmament and peace have
become focal points of global attention. As the world's second-largest economy and a
permanent member of the UN Security Council, China plays an increasingly important role in
maintaining world peace and promoting international disarmament processes (Santoro &
Gromoll, 2020) [1]. Disarmament is not only crucial for national security but also a key factor
in promoting global sustainable development. Against this backdrop, the importance of
disarmament education is becoming increasingly prominent, especially in educating and
guiding the younger generation.

Disarmament education aims to raise public awareness of the importance of disarmament,
foster a culture of peace, and promote international cooperation. It encompasses not only
traditional arms control knowledge but also broader issues such as peacebuilding and conflict
prevention (Costa & e Almeida, 2023)[2]. Educating youth about disarmament helps cultivate
their global perspective and sense of responsibility, preparing talent for future international
disarmament efforts.

However, disarmament education in China faces numerous challenges. Firstly, due to historical
and current factors, public awareness of disarmament issues is relatively low, with young
people in particular lacking in-depth understanding (Fan & Wang, 2020)[3]. Secondly, existing
disarmament education programs need improvement in content design and dissemination
methods, making it difficult to fully engage youth participation (Huang, 2020)[4]. Additionally,
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striking a balance between disarmament education and national security education requires
careful consideration.

Given these factors, an in-depth study of the current state of disarmament education in China,
particularly the motivating factors and challenges facing youth participation, has significant
theoretical and practical implications. This research will systematically analyze Chinese public
awareness of disarmament, evaluate the effectiveness of existing educational programs, and
explore effective ways to increase youth participation. Through these efforts, we hope to
provide theoretical basis and practical guidance for improving China's disarmament education
system, while contributing Chinese wisdom to the sustainable development of global
disarmament efforts.

This paper will first review the development history and international experiences of
disarmament education, then delve into the current situation and challenges of disarmament
education in China. Based on this, we will propose targeted recommendations to enhance the
effectiveness of disarmament education and increase youth engagement. Finally, we will
explore the potential impact of disarmament education on China's peaceful diplomatic policy,
pointing the way for future research.

2. Chinese Public Perception and Attitude Towards Disarmament
Education

2.1. Current Perceptions

Disarmament education and research help enhance the international community's
understanding and support for disarmament efforts, providing public opinion and intellectual
support for arms control, disarmament, and non-proliferation processes. This is a fundamental
project for maintaining peace and promoting disarmament. In response, the Chinese
government has actively incorporated disarmament education into the national education
system by adopting various forms, such as school curricula, public lectures, and online
platforms, to disseminate disarmament concepts. To create a positive atmosphere at the
societal level [5-7], the use of new media to spread messages of disarmament and peace has
been emphasized, with NGOs and social organizations also taking on responsibilities and
actively participating in education efforts. However, the complexity of global security threats
poses significant challenges to the implementation of disarmament education, particularly in
enhancing the awareness of grassroots and remote communities. This remains an unresolved
issue in the current era of information.

2.2. Attitude Analysis

China has consistently believed that achieving disarmament and maintaining world peace
requires the collective efforts of all nations. For a long time, China has valued and supported
the international community's continuous efforts to promote arms control and disarmament
[8-9]. As a key participant and promoter of disarmament education and research, China has
hosted United Nations disarmament training courses, organized regional non-proliferation
training sessions, conducted nuclear and biological security training programs, and co-hosted
chemical defense medical training courses with the Organisation for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in China. These initiatives have deepened public understanding
and knowledge of disarmament. Chinese society maintains a positive attitude towards
disarmament education, viewing it as a means of imparting knowledge and shaping values,
promoting rational and inclusive approaches to international disputes, and seeking peaceful
solutions. Young people, as the backbone of society, actively participate in disarmament
education, promoting disarmament concepts through diverse communication channels.
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3. The Impact of China’s Disarmament Education on Youth

3.1. Raising Public Awareness

Disarmament education in China has achieved significant results, increasing public attention to
disarmament and arms control issues. According to recent surveys, over 80% of respondents
affirm the benefits of disarmament education, recognizing that related activities broaden
perspectives and foster correct values. Various educational forms, as outlined in Table 1, have
been integrated into university and school curricula, featuring regular lectures and seminars
where international scholars and military experts teach the history, current status, and future
of disarmament. This approach inspires students' sense of responsibility and belonging.
Schools use exhibitions, posters, and videos to convey the importance of disarmament and
peace, making abstract concepts more tangible. Governments, media, and NGOs can collaborate
to raise public awareness through public service advertisements and documentaries. In
advancing global disarmament education, the United Nations can facilitate exchanges and

cooperation through international treaties, conferences, seminars, and technical assistance
[10-12].

Table 1. Forms of Raising Public Awareness

Categories Description

Open disarmament-related courses

School Activities Special lectures and seminars are held

Use exhibitions, posters, videos and other forms of publicity

To disseminate disarmament information through television, radio,
newspapers and the Internet

Social Awareness Activities - - - - -
Produce public service advertisement, documentary, interview program

and other diversified forms of publicity

To develop an international disarmament treaty

United Nations

. . Organizing international conferences and seminars
Disarmament Affairs

Providing technical assistance

3.2. Promoting Youth Participation

Youth are pioneers of the era and pillars of the nation, playing a vital role in advancing global
disarmament. High-level youth forums can be established to gather young people from home
and abroad to engage in in-depth discussions on disarmament and peace. These forums can
include workshops, seminars, and simulations, allowing youth to develop critical thinking and
leadership skills. Volunteer activities allow youth to engage with communities, spreading
disarmament concepts and fostering social consensus through advocacy and community
service. By participating in local and international campaigns, young people can inspire others
and raise awareness about the importance of disarmament. International exchange programs
provide young people with opportunities to collaborate with global partners on conflict
resolution and disarmament solutions. These programs can include internships with
international organizations, study tours, and joint projects, offering practical experience and
firsthand insight into global challenges. These experiences enrich their understanding of
diverse cultures and international rules while fostering a global perspective and cross-cultural
communication skills, planting the seeds of world peace in their hearts. As ambassadors of
peace, young people can contribute innovative ideas and solutions, driving momentum toward
a more secure and harmonious world.
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4. United Nations Disarmament Efforts

4.1. Introduction to the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs
(UNODA)

Established in January 1998, the UNODA was created as part of reforms recommended by the
Secretary-General to the General Assembly. Initially formed in 1982 following the
recommendations of the second special session on disarmament, it was renamed the
Disarmament Centre under the Department of Political Affairs in 1992. At the end of 1997, it
was renamed the Department of Disarmament Affairs and later rebranded as the UNODA in
2007. The UNODA provides substantive and organizational support for norm-setting in
disarmament through the United Nations General Assembly, its First Committee, the United
Nations Disarmament Commission, the United Nations Conference on Disarmament, and other
entities. It plays a crucial role in facilitating international dialogue and negotiations to advance
global disarmament goals. Through dialogue in the military domain, increased transparency,
and confidence-building measures, the UNODA strengthens disarmament initiatives and
promotes regional disarmament activities, including the UN Register of Conventional Arms and
regional forums. It also engages with various stakeholders, including governments, non-
governmental organizations, and civil society, to foster a collaborative approach to
disarmament. By supporting research and disseminating information, the UNODA helps to raise
awareness and build consensus on critical disarmament issues, thereby contributing to a safer
and more secure world. Its efforts are essential in addressing contemporary challenges such as
nuclear disarmament, non-proliferation, and arms control, reflecting the UN's commitment to
achieving lasting peace and security.

4.2. Implementation of United Nations Disarmament Treaties

The United Nations has made significant contributions in the disarmament field by formulating
and promoting landmark treaties, such as the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) and the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC). These legal instruments reflect
the international community's commitment to peace and security, preventing arms races,
curbing conflict escalation, and maintaining global strategic stability [13-14]. As a permanent
member of the UN Security Council and a responsible major power in the international
community, China has consistently adhered to multilateralism and actively supported the
formulation and implementation of these treaties. Through diplomatic channels, China
encourages countries to participate in these treaties and continually adjusts and improves
domestic laws to ensure alignment between domestic practices and international obligations.
Additionally, China actively participates in international cooperation and assistance projects,
providing technical support to developing countries and promoting the sustainable
development of global disarmament efforts.

5. Challenges Facing China's Disarmament Education

5.1. Insufficient Public Awareness

Although disarmament education has received significant attention in China in recent years,
there are still shortcomings in the breadth and depth of social dissemination. Especially in
grassroots and remote areas, limited geographic access and financial resources hinder
information dissemination, making it difficult for the public to access disarmament information
effectively. In these remote and underdeveloped regions, education resources are relatively
scarce, with weak teaching staff and outdated facilities, and curriculum content does not
adequately cover disarmament-related topics. As a result, public awareness of disarmament
education is often superficial. In these areas, people tend to prioritize livelihood issues, showing
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little interest in topics like disarmament, which appear unrelated to daily life. Furthermore,
there is a lack of targeted initiatives and programs to engage these communities and raise
awareness about the importance of disarmament. This gap can be attributed to insufficient
government investment and a lack of collaboration between educational institutions and civil
society organizations. Additionally, language barriers and cultural differences may impede the
effective communication of disarmament concepts, leading to misunderstandings or apathy.
Efforts to enhance public awareness should focus on developing inclusive strategies that
consider the unique needs and perspectives of these communities. Leveraging local leaders and
influencers to champion disarmament education could also foster greater interest and
participation. Emphasizing the direct benefits of peace and security on local development and
well-being may help make the topic more relatable and compelling for these populations.

5.2. Complex International Environment

The complex international environment, coupled with regional conflicts and emerging hot
issues, profoundly impacts the development landscape of global disarmament education [15].
Under such circumstances, China's disarmament education faces severe challenges, requiring
continuous innovation to address new security threats and challenges. The geopolitical
landscape is continually shifting, with tensions rising in various parts of the world, complicating
efforts to foster a unified approach to disarmament. Strengthening disarmament education and
promoting international cooperation are crucial, yet these initiatives face numerous challenges,
including building trust, coordinating interests, reaching consensus, and jointly advancing the
disarmament process. Differences in political ideologies, economic interests, and historical
grievances among countries further complicate these efforts. The emergence of new
technologies, such as cyber warfare and artificial intelligence in military applications, adds
layers of complexity to the existing disarmament frameworks, necessitating updated
educational content to address these modern threats. Furthermore, the global arms race and
military buildups in certain regions create an atmosphere of distrust, hindering progress in
multilateral disarmament negotiations. Diplomatic efforts must be intensified to bridge gaps
between conflicting interests and foster a climate of mutual understanding and cooperation.
Educational programs should emphasize the importance of a multilateral approach to
disarmament, highlighting the interconnectedness of global security issues and the need for
collective action. Engaging younger generations through international forums and exchanges
can help cultivate a culture of peace and dialogue, encouraging future leaders to prioritize
disarmament in their policy agendas. By integrating these approaches, China and other nations
can work toward overcoming the complexities of the international environment to achieve
meaningful progress in disarmament education and practice.

5.3. Lack of a Comprehensive International Cooperation Mechanism

The lack of a comprehensive international disarmament cooperation mechanism directly
affects disarmament education's global exchange and collaboration. As illustrated in Figure 1,
different countries have their strategic considerations in disarmament, leading to
disagreements and disputes during cooperation. The complexities of international political and
economic dynamics, particularly the rivalry among major powers, exacerbate the challenges of
disarmament cooperation. Specifically, the absence of an efficient international disarmament
cooperation platform hinders effective collaboration in information sharing, experience
exchange, and project cooperation, affecting the advancement of cooperation processes. In
severe cases, it can lead to an inability to reach consensus on disarmament issues, resulting in
mutual accusations and confrontations.
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Conflicting Interests

Cultural Differences Unequal Resource Distribution

Reasons for the Lack of a
comprehensive International
Cooperation Mechanism

Historical Legacy Institutional Deficiencies

Figure 1. Reasons for the Lack of a Comprehensive International Cooperation Mechanism

6. Effective Measures for Conducting Disarmament Education in China

6.1. Strengthening Security Awareness Education

Facing increasingly severe global security challenges, no country can achieve absolute security
on its own, and none can benefit from others' instability. Confronting non-traditional security
threats such as terrorism, cybersecurity, and climate change, strengthening disarmament
education among youth is crucial. Abandoning outdated zero-sum logic, a thorough analysis of
the constraints imposed by Cold War thinking on contemporary international relations is
necessary. Strengthening disarmament education allows us to learn from past arms races and
use these lessons to construct new international relations. This educational philosophy
advocates for a shared, comprehensive, cooperative, and sustainable security perspective,
encouraging countries to work together in arms control, disarmament, and non-proliferation
to address security challenges with wisdom and courage, leaving a more peaceful, stable, and
prosperous world for future generations.

6.2. Cultivating a Correct Historical Perspective

Drawing lessons from history and preventing the recurrence of war tragedies are primary
objectives of disarmament education. Achieving this requires delving into historical details and
adopting a broader historical perspective, placing individual events in a wider historical context.
Developing a panoramic historical consciousness helps reveal the intrinsic connections and
mutual influences between historical events, understanding the deep-seated motivations
behind complex situations. Relying solely on established thinking, detaching from the historical
context, interpreting historical events out of context, or selectively narrating history can lead
to erroneous conclusions and the repetition of history. Disarmament education for youth
encourages transcending positional constraints, understanding history from other countries
and peoples’ perspectives, and comprehending the profound implications of war and peace
comprehensively and objectively, thereby enhancing mutual understanding and respect
between nations [16].

6.3. Enhancing Inclusive Capacity Building

In today's information-globalized world, diversity and differences coexist, influenced by
information channels, funding sources, language and culture, and political backgrounds, leading
to unavoidable biases. To ensure the universality and impartiality of disarmament education,
adhering to principles of equality and inclusivity is essential. Overcoming barriers related to
information channels, funding sources, language and culture, and political backgrounds is
imperative. For developing countries, conducting disarmament education is a crucial means of
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enhancing their international discourse power, promoting domestic stability, and achieving
sustainable development. In educating youth on disarmament, investing more resources in
courses enhances their ability and confidence to participate in relevant processes, ensuring
they occupy their rightful place in global security governance and share the benefits of peace.

6.4. Enhancing Youth Engagement

Different age groups and demographics have varying needs. In the process of implementing
disarmament education, practical and flexible strategies should be employed. Given that young
people are highly curious and open to new ideas, interactive and educational software and
games can be designed to incorporate interesting quizzes on disarmament, simulated
international negotiations, and even virtual reality technology. This approach creates an
immersive experience, helping youths deeply understand the urgency and importance of
disarmament education. With the widespread use of new media tools, platforms like TikTok
and Weibo can be used to publish disarmament-related graphics, text, and short videos. This
more intuitive and vivid approach can attract young people's attention and stimulate their
interest and engagement. Such personalized educational methods can enhance youths'
awareness of disarmament and spread disarmament concepts more broadly, contributing to
the establishment of a peaceful and stable world.

6.5. Increasing Financial Investment

To ensure the continuous development and significant impact of disarmament education
projects, financial investment should be increased(Figure 2). Government departments could
consider this as a crucial investment in national security and international peace, allocating
special funds to support the research, implementation, and promotion of disarmament
education projects. Funds can be used for textbook development, teacher training, equipment
procurement, and event organization, providing a solid material foundation for disarmament
education. To expand funding sources, social capital should be encouraged to participate,
attracting more social forces through tax incentives, policy support, and other measures. This
can effectively alleviate government financial pressure and introduce market mechanisms to
improve the operational efficiency of disarmament education projects. A diversified investment
mechanism promotes broad cooperation between disarmament education and various sectors
of society, creating a consensus at the societal level and laying a solid foundation for training
more peace ambassadors with an international perspective and sense of responsibility.

Annual Budget Increases

Social Capital Corporate Donations

Foundation Grants

Sources of Funding

Personal Sponsorship

Figure 2. Sources of Funding

7. Conclusion

In recent years, although the international situation has eased, the world remains unrestful,
with regional tensions, armed conflicts, and local wars continuing unabated. Hegemonism and
power politics persist, with old conflicts unresolved and new ones emerging. The task of
international arms control and disarmament remains challenging. Therefore, eliminating the
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scourge of war and achieving comprehensive and lasting peace is a complex and arduous task
for peace-loving people. Disarmament education, as an effective means of cultivating public
awareness of peace and enhancing international understanding and cooperation, underscores
the importance of disarmament education for contemporary youth. As a developing country
and a permanent member of the UN Security Council, China should further strengthen
disarmament education efforts, optimize resource allocation, and enhance international
cooperation to address global security challenges jointly. In maintaining world peace and
stability, China should fully leverage the advantages of disarmament education to contribute to
building a community with a shared future for humankind.
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