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Abstract 
As a pioneer of display technology innovation, flexible electronic display technology is 
leading the display industry to a higher level of portability, durability and diversified 
forms. With the booming growth of the smart device market and consumers' demand for 
device features, flexible display technology has become the new focus of the display 
industry due to its bendable and foldable features. This paper systematically analyzes 
the latest progress and future trends of flexible electronic display technologies, 
including the classification and characteristics of flexible OLED, LCD and e-paper 
technologies, as well as innovations in material science, manufacturing processes and 
display performance. It is found that flexible electronic display technology shows a 
broad application prospect in the fields of smartphones, wearable devices, automotive 
electronics and smart home. With material innovation, manufacturing process 
optimization and display performance enhancement, the flexibility, durability and 
display effect of flexible displays have been significantly improved. This paper also 
discusses the market demand trend, technology development trend and competition 
pattern change of flexible electronic display technology, and puts forward policy 
suggestions and technology innovation direction to promote industrial development. 
The study points out that flexible electronic display technology will become the 
mainstream direction of the future development of the display industry and bring 
revolutionary changes to the human visual experience. 
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1. Introduction 

Flexible electronic display technology, as the pioneer of display technology innovation, is 
leading the industry to a higher level of portability, durability and form diversification. The 
booming growth of the smart device market and consumers' demand for device features have 
prompted flexible display technology to become the new focus of the display industry with its 
bendable and foldable features. the world's first retractable display with a retractable rate of 
up to 50% launched by LG Display (see Figure 1) highlights the great potential of flexible display 
technology, and foreshadows the trend of diversification and personalization of the form of 
display devices in the future [1]. In-depth study of the innovation and development trend of 
flexible electronic display technology not only helps to deepen the understanding of its 
principles, materials, manufacturing process and performance characteristics, laying a 
theoretical foundation for technological innovation, but also enhances market competitiveness 
by improving the user experience and promoting the innovation of product forms. The 
popularization of flexible AMOLED display technology in the smartphone market, as well as its 
exploration in automotive electronics, smart home and other fields, have demonstrated its wide 
application prospects. This study aims to systematically analyze the latest progress and future 
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trends of flexible electronic display technology, and provide scientific guidance and decision-
making basis for the sustainable development of the display industry. 
 

 
Figure 1. LG reveals the world's first flexible screen prototype with up to 50% screen scaling 

2. Overview of Flexible Electronic Display Technology 

2.1. Definition and Classification of Flexible Electronic Display Technology 
Flexible electronic display technology, as an emerging technology, builds electronic display 
devices on a flexible substrate, realizing the bendable, foldable and even stretchable functions 
of the display, thus breaking through the limitations of the traditional rigid display and opening 
up a new path for display technology [2]. According to the different display mechanisms, the 
technology can be subdivided into flexible organic light-emitting diode (OLED) display, flexible 
liquid crystal display (LCD) and flexible e-paper and other types. Among them, flexible OLED 
display technology with self-illumination, high contrast and wide viewing angle and other 
advantages, in the field of high-end smart phones and wearable devices to occupy a dominant 
position; flexible LCD technology due to the mature manufacturing process and lower cost, in 
the e-reader and part of the smart devices have been applied; and flexible e-paper technology, 
with its ultra-low power consumption and the paper-like reading experience, in the e-books 
and e-label market Flexible e-paper technology, with its ultra-low power consumption and 
paper-like reading experience, has shown great development potential in the e-book and e-
label markets (see Table 1). 
 

Table 1. Classification and characteristics of flexible electronic display technologies 

Classifications Display 
mechanism 

Main features Areas of 
application 

Flexible 
organic light-

emitting diode 
(OLED) 
displays 

Self-
luminous 

High contrast, wide viewing angle, vibrant colors 
High-end 

smartphones, 
wearables 

Flexible liquid 
crystal displays 

(LCD) 

LCD 
modulation 

Mature manufacturing process and low cost 
E-readers, 

some smart 
devices 

Flexible e-
paper 

Electrophor
etic display 

Ultra-low power consumption, paper-like reading 
experience 

E-books, e-
labels 
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2.2. Working Principle of Flexible Electronic Display Technology 
The working principle of flexible electronic display technology deeply integrates the latest 
achievements of material science, electronic engineering and optical technology, and its core 
lies in the innovation of flexible substrate, circuit design and display mechanism. Flexible 
substrate, as the key support of the display system, is widely used polyimide (PI), polyethylene 
terephthalate (PET) and other polymer materials and graphene and other new two-
dimensional materials, which, by virtue of their excellent flexibility and mechanical strength, 
are able to maintain the structural integrity after repeated bending, folding and twisting, to 
ensure that the display device operates stably under complex deformation conditions (see 
Table 2). 
 

Table 2. Comparison of flexible substrate material properties 

Makings Flexibility Stability Application scenario 

Fiberglass Differ from High Rigid display equipment 

PI Excellent High Folding screen phones, wearable devices 

PET Very Center Smart labels, flexible displays 

Graphene Excellent Excellent Potential high-performance flexible substrates 

 

 
Figure 2. OLED light-emitting principle 

 
At the circuit design level, the technology abandons the limitations of traditional rigid circuits 
and instead utilizes flexible conductive materials such as conductive polymers, carbon 
nanotubes, etc., combined with precision multilayer structural design, effectively solving the 
problem of circuit breakage or poor contact in the process of deformation and guaranteeing the 
efficiency and stability of signal transmission, as well as facilitating the thinness and portability 
of the device. As for the display mechanism, flexible OLED technology directly excites organic 
light-emitting materials through electric current to achieve high brightness and high contrast 
full-color display (see Figure 2); flexible LCD makes use of the electric field response 
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characteristics of liquid crystal molecules to form an image by adjusting the state of polarization 
of the light, which has the advantages of low-power consumption and low-cost; and the flexible 
e-paper technology relies on the electrophoretic migration of electrically charged pigment 
particles within the microcapsule to simulate the paper reading experience, with extremely low 
power consumption and low cost. The flexible e-paper technology relies on the electrophoretic 
migration of charged pigment particles within microcapsules to simulate the paper reading 
experience, with extremely low power consumption and support for repeated erasure, which 
is particularly suitable for e-books and electronic labels. These innovations not only broaden 
the application scope of display technology, but also open up new possibilities for the design of 
future smart devices. 

2.3. Advantages and Application Fields of Flexible Electronic Display 
Technology 

Flexible electronic display technology, with its significant advantages of thinness and 
portability, bendability and foldability, energy saving and environmental protection, has shown 
a wide range of application prospects in many fields. In the field of smart phones, such as the 
launch of Samsung Galaxy Fold, Huawei Mate X and other folding screen cell phones, marking 
the flexible electronic display technology has been successfully applied to the high-end smart 
phone market, bringing users a new interactive experience [3]. In terms of wearable devices, 
flexible display technology makes smart watches, smart bracelets and other devices fit more 
closely to the human body curves, improving wearing comfort, while realizing more diverse 
information display and interactive functions. In the field of automotive electronics, flexible 
display technology is gradually being applied to in-vehicle displays, optimizing in-vehicle space 
layout through bending and folding design, and enhancing driving experience and safety. 
Flexible electronic display technology also shows broad application potential in e-books, smart 
labels, billboards and other fields, driving the continuous innovation and upgrade of display 
technology. 

3. Innovative Progress of Flexible Electronic Display Technology 

3.1. Innovation of Flexible Display Materials 
Material innovation in flexible electronic display technology is the key driving force for its 
development. Organic materials such as polyimide (PI) and polyethylene terephthalate (PET), 
with their excellent flexibility and stability, occupy a central position in flexible substrate 
materials. The newly developed transparent polyimide film not only maintains high 
transparency, but also significantly enhances heat and chemical resistance, providing a more 
ideal substrate choice for flexible OLED displays. Inorganic materials such as graphene and 
carbon nanotubes are widely used in electrodes and interconnect structures of flexible 
electronic devices due to their excellent conductivity and mechanical strength. For example, 
Samsung uses graphene as transparent electrodes for flexible displays, which effectively 
improves the light transmittance and touch sensitivity of the screen [4]. Composite materials 
combine the advantages of organic and inorganic materials through nanocomposite technology 
to prepare new materials with both high flexibility and high conductivity. The research team 
composited silver nanowires with polymer matrix and successfully developed flexible 
transparent electrodes with excellent conductivity, which opens a new path for the thinness 
and high performance of flexible display devices. The development of these new materials not 
only significantly improves the physical properties of flexible electronic display technology, 
such as bending resistance, heat resistance and chemical resistance, but also significantly 
enhances the display effect of the display device, such as brightness, contrast and color 
saturation, which brings users a better visual experience. 
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3.2. Manufacturing Process Innovation 
The innovation of manufacturing process is the key to realize mass production and 
commercialization of flexible electronic display technology. Inkjet printing technology, with its 
low cost and high efficiency, shows remarkable potential in the field of flexible electronic 
display, realizing high-resolution pattern preparation and reducing production cost through 
precise control of ink droplet deposition. Photolithography, as the core means of micro-
nanoprocessing, enhances the precision and consistency of display devices by precisely 
controlling pattern line width and shape through optimizing process parameters such as 
exposure time and development conditions. Taking Samsung Electronics' adoption of 
nanoimprint lithography as an example, it has successfully prepared flexible display arrays 
with high resolution and uniformity. Vapor deposition technology, on the other hand, is widely 
used in the preparation of electrodes and light-emitting layers for flexible electronic display 
devices by precisely controlling the film thickness and composition, realizing the deposition of 
films with high purity and homogeneity, and enhancing the performance and stability of the 
devices. These innovations not only improve production efficiency and product yield, but also 
reduce production costs, laying a solid foundation for the commercialization of flexible 
electronic display technology. 

3.3. Innovations in Display Performance 
Flexible electronic display technology has achieved significant innovation in display 
performance [5]. In terms of resolution, advances in micro-nano processing technology have 
made the pixel density of flexible displays exceed that of traditional rigid displays, such as 
Samsung's flexible AMOLED display that has reached a resolution of more than 500 ppi, 
providing a detailed and realistic visual experience. In terms of color reproduction and contrast, 
through the optimization of light-emitting materials and drive circuit design, the flexible display 
achieves a wider color gamut and higher contrast, and the application of quantum dot 
technology further enhances the precise control of red, green, and blue primary colors, showing 
a more vivid and realistic color AMOLED color. In terms of response speed, the application of 
high-performance drive circuits and optimized pixel structure, such as the flexible Micro LED 
display developed by LG Display, adopts a miniaturized LED chip and high-efficiency drive 
circuits to achieve millisecond response time and enhance visual smoothness. These 
innovations not only enhance the market competitiveness of flexible electronic display 
technology, but also enrich the user's visual experience, signaling that the technology will 
continue to drive development and innovation in the display field in the future. 

4. Discussion on Flexible Financial Management Strategy of Innovative 
Enterprises 

4.1. Market Demand Trend 
Flexible electronic display technology, with its unique advantages of portability, 
personalization and interactivity, is gradually becoming the focus of market attention. In the 
field of smartphones, the popularity of flexible AMOLED displays has grown significantly (see 
Figure 3), such as the popularity of the Samsung Galaxy Fold series and Huawei Mate X series 
of folding-screen cell phones, which highlights the market's strong interest in foldable and 
curlable displays. Wearable devices, tablet PCs, automotive center control screens and smart 
homes are also showing urgent demand for flexible display technology. Apple's Apple Watch 
Series 8 adopts flexible OLED screen, which not only improves the comfort of users, but also 
broadens the display interface, further verifying the potential of flexible display technology to 
be widely applied in many fields. Looking ahead, with the rapid development of 5G, IoT and AI 
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technologies, flexible electronic display technology will be expanded in more emerging 
application scenarios, and market demand will continue to expand. 
 

 
Figure 3. Global AMOLED market size 

(Data source: 
https://pdf.dfcfw.com/pdf/H3_AP202101151450888508_1.pdf?1610708823000.pdf) 

4.2. Technology Development Trend 
Flexible electronic display technology has shown significant technological progress in material 
science, manufacturing process and display performance. In the field of material science, the 
research and development of graphene, carbon nanotubes and other high-performance 
materials have significantly improved the flexibility and durability of flexible display. In terms 
of manufacturing process, the introduction of advanced technologies such as inkjet printing and 
nanoimprint lithography not only significantly reduces the production cost of flexible display, 
but also significantly improves the production efficiency. flexible OLED display produced by LG 
Display through the inkjet printing technology has achieved high-resolution and high-color 
saturation of the display effect. In terms of display performance, the application of new light-
emitting materials such as quantum dots and Micro LEDs has significantly improved the color 
reproduction, contrast and response speed of flexible displays, providing users with a more 
realistic and smooth visual experience. 

4.3. Changes in the Competitive Landscape 
The competitive landscape in the field of flexible electronic display technology is undergoing 
profound changes. South Korea's Samsung, LG and other companies continue to promote 
technological innovation and industrial upgrading by virtue of their leading position in the field 
of flexible display technology, strong R&D strength and market share (see Figure 4). 
At the same time, China's mainland enterprises such as BOE, Huaxing Optoelectronics, etc. are 
also accelerating the layout of the flexible display field, through increasing R & D investment, 
optimize the layout of production capacity and other measures, and continue to enhance their 
competitiveness. BOE has built a number of flexible AMOLED production lines, products are 
widely used in smart phones, tablet PCs and other fields, highlighting the rise of Chinese 
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enterprises in the field of flexible display technology. With the increasingly significant trend of 
global display industry transfer to China's mainland, the competition between domestic and 
foreign enterprises in the field of flexible display technology will become more and more 
intense, and the competition of market share and technical strength will become the core of the 
industry development. In this context, enterprises need to continuously strengthen 
technological innovation and brand building to respond to market changes and meet consumer 
demand, so as to stand out in the fierce competition. 
 

Table 3. Major AMOLED driver IC suppliers and their panel customers 

Driver IC suppliers Region Main panel customers 

Samsung Electronics South Korea SDC 
MagnaChip South Korea SDC 

Silicon Works South Korea LG Display 
Synaptics United States JDI 

Ruiding Technology China, Taiwan Hehui Optoelectronics, Visuno, BOE, TCL Huaxing 
Linking Technology China's mainland BOE, Huawei 

Zhongying Electronics China's mainland Hehui Optoelectronics, Xinli 
Geddes (name) China's mainland BOE, Nationwide Optoelectronics, Visuno 

(Data source: https://pdf.dfcfw.com/pdf/H3_AP202101151450888508_1.pdf?1610708823 
000.pdf) 

5. Conclusion 

This study comprehensively analyzes the innovation and development trend of flexible 
electronic display technology, covering multiple dimensions such as market demand, 
technological advancement and competitive landscape. Flexible electronic display technology, 
with its advantages of portability, personalization and interactivity, is gradually becoming the 
new darling of the display industry, especially in the fields of smartphones, wearable devices, 
automotive center control screens and smart homes, etc., showing broad application prospects. 
The continuous progress of material science, manufacturing process and display performance 
has continuously broken through the technical bottleneck and injected new vitality into the 
industrial development [6]. This study emphasizes that the innovation and development of 
flexible electronic display technology is crucial to the display industry and provides strong 
theoretical support for the future development of the industry. To address this, the following 
suggestions are made: the government should increase support, provide R&D funding, tax 
incentives, encourage enterprises to increase R&D investment, promote technological 
innovation, and strengthen the protection of intellectual property rights. Enterprises should 
focus on key technology research and development of flexible substrate materials, conductive 
materials and new light-emitting materials to improve the flexibility and durability of flexible 
displays, while exploring advanced manufacturing processes such as inkjet printing, 
nanoimprint lithography, etc., to reduce costs and improve efficiency. Enterprises should dig 
deeper into consumer demand to expand the application areas of flexible display technology, 
such as the development of wearable devices in the diversity of flexible display products, to 
explore the automotive center control screen, HUD and other applications, to enhance the user 
experience. Looking ahead, with the maturity of new light-emitting materials such as quantum 
dots and Micro LEDs, the performance of flexible displays will be further improved, bringing 
users a more realistic visual experience. 5G, the Internet of Things and the rapid development 
of artificial intelligence technology will promote the expansion of the application of flexible 
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electronic display technology in emerging fields such as virtual reality and augmented reality. 
The trend of global display industry transfer to China's mainland is obvious, and the 
competitiveness of Chinese enterprises in the field of flexible display technology will become 
increasingly competitive, and is expected to occupy an important position in the global market. 
Flexible electronic display technology will become the mainstream direction of the future 
development of the display industry, bringing revolutionary changes to human visual 
experience. 
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